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Secretary of Health and Human Services Alex Azar looks on as President Donald Trump signs a spending bill to combat the Coronavirus, at the White House, Friday, 
March 6 , 2020, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By DARLENE SUPERVILLE, 
DEB RIECHMANN and 
JONATHAN LEMIRE 
Associated Press 
ATLANTA (AP) — President 


Donald Trump's visit to the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention on Friday 
turned into a scattershot 
defense of his administra¬ 


tion’s handling of the grow¬ 
ing coronavirus crisis, veer¬ 
ing into political digs and 
detours. 

Trump, wearing his "Keep 


America Great" campaign 
hat while discussing the 
global worry, tried once 
more to quell growing 
alarm about the spread 


of the virus in America. But 
he quickly ventured into 
side matters and political 
squabbles. 

Continued on page 3 
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Saudi ambassador to U.S. shrugs 
off Biden, Sanders criticism 


In this Feb. 20, 2020, file photo, U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pom- 
peo, left, walks with Saudi ambassador to the United States Prin¬ 
cess Reema Bint Bandar at Princess Reema's Palace in Riyadh. 

Associated Press 


By MEAD GRUVER 
Associated Press 
CHEYENNE, Wyo. (AP) — 

Saudi Arabia's ambassador 
to the U.S. dismissed the top 
two Democratic presiden¬ 
tial contenders’ criticisms of 
her country, saying Thurs¬ 
day that candidates' opin¬ 
ions tend to change once 
they become president. 
Princess Reema bint Bon¬ 


dar Al Saud shrugged off 
both Bernie Sanders and 
Joe Biden saying lost year 
that the U.S.-Saudi relation¬ 
ship should be changed. 
"I've always found that, 
many times, once a presi¬ 
dent gets to the White 
House, when they see a 
360 (degree) effect, opin¬ 
ions con change," Reema 
said during an interview 
with The Associated Press in 
Wyoming. "And so I will nev¬ 
er comment on an election 
— it’s not our place — but 
I look forward to working 
with whoever’s in the White 
House." 

In a November debate of 
Democratic candidates, 
Biden called Saudi Ara¬ 
bia a "pariah" when refer¬ 
ring to the 2018 killing of 
U.S.-based journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi in the Saudi 
consulate in Istanbul. 
Sanders also has been criti¬ 
cal of Saudi Arabia, call¬ 
ing it in the same debate 
a "brutal dictatorship" that 
treats women as "third- 
class citizens." 

The killing of Khashoggi, 
who wrote columns for the 
Washington Post critical of 
the Saudi government un¬ 
der Crown Prince Moham¬ 
med bin Salman, provoked 
outrage and condemna¬ 
tion in the U.S., which has 


been a staunch ally. 
Reema became ambassa¬ 
dor to the U.S. in 2019 amid 
efforts by Saudi Arabia to 
improve its relationship 
with the United States after 
Khashoggi's slaying. 

Reema was in Wyoming 
to seek political and eco¬ 
nomic ties with a major pro¬ 
ducer of oil and natural gas 
that has been struggling 
with fossil fuels' weak mar¬ 
kets and uncertain outlook, 
much like Saudi Arabia. 

She also drew a compari¬ 
son ahead of International 
Women’s Day on Sunday 
between recent women's 
rights advancements in 
Saudi Arabia — where 
women are now allowed 
to drive vehicles — and 
Wyoming, which as a ter¬ 
ritory in 1869 became the 
first U.S. state or territory to 
give women the right to 
vote. 

"If I want to be a thriving na¬ 
tion, if I want to be a thriving 
state, if I want to be a glob¬ 
al player, certain things 
must happen," Reema said. 
"And the focus on women's 
rights in my country is not 
because somebody on the 
outside told us, 'You must 
so this.' It's because 50% of 
our community, if you'd like 
o thriving economy, must 
participate."Q 
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President Donald Trump holds a picture as he speaks during a meeting with Gov. Brian Kemp, 
R-Ga., left. Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar, Centers for Disease Control and Pre¬ 
vention Director Dr. Robert Redfield, Associate Director for Laboratory Science and Safety Steve 
Monroe, about the coronavirus at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Director, Friday, 
March 6, 2020 in Atlanta. 

Associated Press 


Continued from front 

Trump called Washington 
state’s governor a "snake." 
He said he'd preter that 
people exposed to the vi¬ 
rus on o cruise ship be left 
aboard so they wouldn't be 
added to the count tor the 
nation’s total number of in¬ 
fections. 

The president touted the 
accuracy of the test to de¬ 
tect the coronavirus, which 
members of his administra¬ 
tion hove acknowledged 
is not available to oil who 
wonts it, declaring it was 
"perfect like the letter was 
perfect. The transcription 
was perfect. This was not os 
perfect os that, but pretty 
good." 

Trump was referring to the 
rough transcript of his July 
coll with Ukraine's presi¬ 
dent, which prompted o 
whistleblower complaint 
that led to his impeach¬ 
ment. Trump, who was ac¬ 
quitted by the Senate lost 
month, has insisted he did 
nothing wrong. 

Trump said his trip to the 
CDC hod been canceled 
earlier over concern about 
o possible infection there, 
but that person tested neg¬ 
ative. The visit was resched¬ 
uled for Friday afternoon. 
"Be calm. It will go away," 
Trump told reporters earlier 
at the White House otter 
signing o $8.3 billion coro¬ 
navirus response funding 
bill at the White House. 

"We hove very low num¬ 
bers compared to major 
countries throughout the 
world. Our numbers ore 
lower than just about any¬ 
body," Trump said about 
coses of the virus, which 
hove rocked financial mar¬ 
kets, interrupted travel and 
threaten to affect every¬ 
day life in the United States. 
But his messaging was 
more haphazard at the At¬ 
lanta-based CDC. Despite 
calling this week for bipar¬ 
tisanship during the crisis, 
he said he told Vice Presi¬ 
dent Mike Pence not to 
be complimentary during 
his Thursday meeting with 
Gov. Jay Inslee of Wash¬ 
ington, where more than a 
dozen people have died, 
because "he is a snake." 
"Let me just tell you we have 
a lot of problems with the 
governor and, that’s where 
you have many of your 
problems, OK?" Trump said. 
"So Mike may be happy 
with him but I'm not, OK?" 


So far, 14 people have died 
in the United States. Trump 
downplayed concern that 
the country was not ready 
to respond to an outbreak. 
Trump also said he talked 
on the phone with Califor¬ 
nia Gov. Gavin Newsom 
about the 3,500 people 
stuck on o cruise ship an¬ 
chored off the coast of 
California. Trump, at the 
CDC, advocated for the 
passengers to remain on 
the ship — in port so they 
would not count against 
the total number of victims 
in the United States. He did 
soy he would defer to the 
medical experts. The legis¬ 
lation Trump signed at the 
White House provides fed¬ 
eral public health agencies 
with money for vaccines, 
tests and potential treat¬ 
ments and helps state and 
local governments prepare 
and respond to the threat. 
"It’s an unforeseen prob¬ 
lem," Trump said about the 
virus. "It came out of no¬ 
where. We're taking care 
of it." 

The Senate passed the $8.3 
billion measure Thursday to 
help tackle the outbreak in 
hopes of reassuring a fear¬ 
ful public and accelerating 
the government's response 
to the virus. The money 
will pay for a multifaceted 
attack on a virus that is 
spreading more widely ev¬ 
ery day, sending financial 
markets spiraling again 
Thursday, disrupting travel 
and potentially threaten¬ 
ing the U.S. economy’s de¬ 
cade-long expansion. 

The plan would more 
than triple the $2.5 billion 
amount outlined by the 
White House 10 days ago. 
The Trump proposal was 
immediately discarded by 
members of Congress from 
both parties. Instead, the 
bipartisan leadership of the 
House and Senate Appro¬ 
priations committees nego¬ 
tiated the increased figure 
and other provisions of the 
legislation in o burst of bi¬ 
partisan cooperation that's 
common on the panel but 
increasingly rare elsewhere 
in Washington. 

The president, while tour¬ 
ing the CDC, also boasted 
about his ability to un¬ 
derstand the virus, even 
though he has repeatedly 
misstated how long it would 
take for a vaccine to be 
developed and available. 
"You know my Uncle was a 


great — he was at MIT. He 
taught at MIT for a record 
number of years. He was 
a great super genius. Dr. 
John Trump," the president 


said. "I like this stuff. I really 
get it. People are surprised 
that I understand it.... May¬ 
be I have a natural ability." 
Trump visited the CDC af¬ 


ter touring tornado dam¬ 
age in Tennessee. He was 
to spend the weekend at 
his resort in Palm Beach, 
Florida.Q 
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Democratic presidential candidate former Vice President Joe 
Biden speaks Wednesday, March 4, 2020, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 
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One more victory: Biden wins 
most Super Tuesday deiegates 


By SETH BORENSTEIN and 
NICHOLAS RICCARDI 
WASHINGTON (AP) — For¬ 
mer Vice President Joe 
Biden has put an exclama¬ 
tion point on his Super Tues¬ 
day victories by winning 
the most delegates on the 
presidential primary calen¬ 
dar’s biggest night. 

The Associated Press has 
allocated more than 92% 
of the 1,344 delegates that 
were up for grabs on Tues¬ 
day, and Biden has such 
a commanding lead that 
Vermont Sen. Bernie Sand¬ 
ers cannot catch up as the 
remaining votes from that 
day’s 14 state primaries are 
counted. 

Biden built his delegate 
lead on Tuesday by rack¬ 
ing up huge victories in 
Alabama, North Carolina 
and Virginia, while scoring 
a narrow win in Texas. In all, 
Biden won 10 states and 
Sanders won four. 

"Look, not long ago the 
press and the pundits de¬ 
clared this campaign 
dead, but this week we saw 
tremendous support across 
the nation," Biden told sup¬ 
porters by phone Friday 
evening. "We changed the 
whole narrative." 

Sanders won California and 
three other states — Colo¬ 
rado, Utah and his home 
state of Vermont. Although 
Sanders won the biggest 
state, California, he didn’t 
rack up the commanding 
lead required to surpass 
Biden’s haul. 


Biden has won at least 610 
delegates from Tuesday’s 
contests, while Sanders has 
won at least 513, according 
to the AP delegate count. 
There are 102 delegates still 
to be allocated. 

Most of the delegates still 
not allocated are in Califor¬ 
nia, with the next biggest 
chunks in Colorado and 
Utah. Despite Sanders win¬ 
ning all three states, he has 
already been awarded the 
largest share of delegates 
in those states. 

Many of the delegates are 
being withheld because 
it is unclear whether for¬ 
mer New York Mayor Mike 
Bloomberg will finish above 
the 15% threshold in Cali¬ 
fornia, which would score 
him a significant number of 
statewide delegates. Re¬ 
gardless of whether Bloom¬ 
berg reaches the threshold, 
Sanders can’t catch Biden 
because many of the re¬ 
maining delegates would 
then go to Biden. 
Bloomberg dropped out 
of the presidential race on 
Wednesday. 

Overall, Biden has 664 del¬ 
egates to Sanders’ 573. 
Sanders started the week 
with a six-delegate lead. 
Biden’s performance was 
all the more remarkable 
considering his slow start in 
the first three contests. Less 
than a month ago, Biden 
didn’t win a single delegate 
in New Hampshire. 

The contest could now be¬ 
come a drawn-out two- 


man battle for delegates 
to win the nomination at 
the Democratic National 
Convention in July. It takes 
a majority of pledged dele¬ 
gates won in primaries and 
caucuses — 1,991 — to win 
the nomination on the first 
ballot. With only two viable 
candidates left in the race, 
the prospect of a contest¬ 
ed convention is remote. 
The race now enters a 
key stretch as voters in 10 
states cast ballots over the 
next two weeks. Sanders 
scrapped an appearance 
in Mississippi to campaign 
in Michigan — the largest 
prize on Tuesday, when 
six states representing 352 
delegates vote. Sanders’ 
move was an acknowl¬ 
edgement that he stands 
little chance of blunting 
Biden’s edge with black 
voters in the South and 
must focus on fighting back 
in the Midwest. 

Four states vote on March 
17, including delegate-rich 
Illinois, Ohio and Florida, 
where Sanders could strug¬ 
gle because of the state’s 
older electorate and his re¬ 
cent praise of Cuban lead¬ 
er Fidel Castro. 

When Sanders ran against 
Hillary Clinton in 2016, Clin¬ 
ton won in Florida, Illinois 
and Ohio — the three states 
with the most delegates at 
stake in the mid-March pri¬ 
maries. In Florida, the big¬ 
gest prize of the next two 
weeks, Clinton nearly dou¬ 
bled Sanders’ vote. □ 


Trump says sexism not to blame 
for end of Warren's campaign 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 

"Lack of talent." Unlikable. 
"Mean." 

President Donald Trump 
insisted Friday that sexism 
wasn’t to blame for the 
end of Elizabeth Warren’s 
Democratic presidential 
campaign, even as he 
showered her with insults 
that are often deployed 
against women. 

Speaking to reporters as he 
signed an emergency $8.3 
billion funding package to 
help tackle the coronavirus 


outbreak. Trump was asked 
whether he thought sexism 
had anything to do with 
Warren’s departure from 
the Democratic presiden¬ 
tial race on Thursday. 

"No, I think lack of talent 
was her problem. She has a 
tremendous lack of talent," 
Trump responded. The pres¬ 
ident commended her de¬ 
bate performances, saying 
she "was a good debater" 
who had "destroyed" the 
candidacy of former New 
York Mayor Mike Bloom¬ 


berg "like it was nothing." 
"But people don’t like her," 
he went on to say. "She’s a 
very mean person. ... Peo¬ 
ple don’t want that. They 
like a person like me, that’s 
not mean." 

It’s the kind of criticism of¬ 
ten directed at female 
politicians, like when former 
President Barack Obama 
condescendingly called 
his then-rival Hillary Clinton 
"likable enough" during the 
2008 Democratic primary 
campaign. □ 
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Enbridge hires companies to design, buiid Great Lakes tunnei 



In this June 8, 2017, file photo, fresh nuts, bolts and fittings are ready to be added to the east leg 
of the pipeline near St. Ignace, Michigan. 

Associated Press 


TRAVERSE CITY, Mich. (AP) 

— Enbridge Inc. said Fri¬ 
day it has hired compa¬ 
nies to design and build a 
disputed oil pipeline tunnel 
beneath the channel link¬ 
ing Lakes Huron and Michi¬ 
gan, despite pending legal 
challenges. 

The Canadian company is 
forging ahead with plans 
to begin construction work 
next year on the tunnel, 
which would replace twin 
pipes that have lain across 
the bottom of the Straits of 
Mackinac in northern Mich¬ 
igan since 1953. 

State Attorney General 
Dana Nessel is appealing 
a Michigan Court of Claims 
ruling last October that 
upheld an agreement be¬ 
tween Enbridge and former 
Republican Gov. Rick Sny¬ 
der’s administration to drill 
the tunnel through bed¬ 
rock beneath the straits. 
The case is before the state 
Court of Appeals, which 
declined to put the lower 
court ruling on hold while 
considering the matter. 
Nessel, a Democrat, also 
has filed a separate law¬ 
suit seeking to shut down 
Enbridge's existing Line 5 
pipes. 

But the company believes 
its success in court thus far 
creates "a path forward," 
spokesman Ryan Duffy 
said. 

"We feel like it's time now 
for Enbridge and the state 
to work together and keep 
the project moving," he 
said. 

Enbridge, based in Cal¬ 
gary, Alberta, planned 


Friday to provide a status 
report to the Mackinac 
Straits Corridor Authority 
during a meeting in St. Ig¬ 
nace, Michigan. The panel 
was established by the law 
that approved the tunnel 
agreement. 

Great Lakes Tunnel Con¬ 
structors, a partnership be¬ 
tween Jay Dee Contrac¬ 
tors Inc. of Livonia, Michi¬ 
gan, and the U.S. affiliate 
of Japan-based Obayashi 
Corp., will build the tunnel. 
Arup, a multinational engi¬ 
neering company based 
in London, will design it, En¬ 
bridge said in a statement. 
Line 5 each day carries 
23 million gallons (87 mil¬ 
lion liters) of crude oil and 


natural gas liquids used for 
propane between Supe¬ 
rior, Wisconsin, and Sarnia, 
Ontario. A roughly 4-mile 
(6.4-kilometer) segment 
divides into two pipes that 
run beneath the Straits of 
Mackinac. 

Environmental groups want 
the line decommissioned, 
contending the underwa¬ 
ter pipes are aging and 
vulnerable to a rupture 
that could do catastrophic 
damage to the lakes and 
their shorelines. Enbridge 
says they’re in good con¬ 
dition and sustained only 
minor damage from a tug¬ 
boat anchor strike in 2018. 
For Love of Water, an ad¬ 
vocacy group, urged the 


corridor authority to holt 
further work on the tunnel 
plan. The Traverse City- 
based organization argued 
that Enbridge had failed to 
seek authorization for the 
project through the Great 
Lakes Submerged Lands 
Act as required under a 


common-law doctrine that 
holds navigable waters 
and soils beneath them in 
trust for public uses. 
Bypassing those lows is "one 
of the most egregious at¬ 
tacks on citizens’ rights and 
sovereign public trust inter¬ 
est in the Great Lakes in the 
history of the state of Michi¬ 
gan," said Jim Olson, the 
group’s president. 

Duffy said Enbridge will 
seek construction permits 
from the Michigan De¬ 
partment of Environment, 
Great Lakes and Energy 
and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. 

The Michigan Propane Gas 
Association, which favors 
the tunnel project, said it 
would "guarantee Michi¬ 
gan residents will have 
the propane they need 
throughout the state for 
generations to come." Op¬ 
ponents said there are 
ways to distribute propane 
without continued opera¬ 
tion of Line 5. 

The Michigan Laborers Dis¬ 
trict Council said the tunnel 
would provide "many good 
paying union jobs" and 
boost the northern Michi¬ 
gan economy.Q 
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Video of black man's arrest spurs outrage, NYPD probe 



In this image made from video. New York City police officers forcefuiiy arrest 20-year-oid Fitzroy 
Gayle in the Brooklyn borough of New York, Wednesday, March 4, 2020. 


By AARON MORRISON and 
MICHAEL R. SISAK 
NEW YORK (AP) — Video 
showing New York City 
police officers arresting a 
young black man sparked 
aufrage and elicited ques¬ 
tions about the amount of 
force used to make the 
arrest in a city where mis¬ 
trust of police remains high 
more than five years after 
Eric Garner's death from an 
officer's chokehold. 

Fitzroy Gayle, 20, pleads for 
help in the video, record¬ 
ed by a woman who then 
tweeted it, as several affi- 
cers wrestle him inta submis¬ 
sion Wednesday evening 
an a Braaklyn sidewalk. 
When Gayle asked a lone 
plainclothes officer why he 
was being stopped, the 
officer did not appear to 
answer before uniformed 
backup rushed in. 

Police Commissioner Der- 
mot Shea said Thursday he 
was ardering an internal in¬ 
vestigation. 

"This was painful ta watch," 
Mayer Bill de Blasia tweet¬ 
ed. "We still need ta get all 
the facts about this case 
and a full investigation is 
underway, but I don't like 
what I saw. It doesn't reflect 
what we're building in New 
York City." 

The city's largest police 
union responded on Twit¬ 


ter, calling de Blasio's re¬ 
marks "anti-police rhetoric" 
and accusing him at "in¬ 
flaming the situation" with a 
rush to judgment. 

The man in the videa 
had fled afficers wha ap¬ 
proached him and another 
man as they were smoking 
marijuana in a park around 
7 p.m.. Shea said. The of¬ 
ficers were responding to 
an automated alert to gun¬ 
shots, Shea said. Both men 
were later apprehended, 
but there is na indication 


they were linked to the 
gunfire, he said. 

Gayle was arrested and 
charged with resisting ar¬ 
rest, abstracting govern¬ 
mental administratian and 
marijuana passession. The 
second man, wham po¬ 
lice have not identified, 
was issued a summons. The 
episode is under internal re¬ 
view. 

Shea said there were "some 
disturbing points" to the vid¬ 
eo. 

One of the officers could 


Associated Press 

be seen standing on the 
man's ankle, he said, offer¬ 
ing a possible explanation 
for why Gayle screamed 
during the scrum. 

Photes at Gayle taken af¬ 
ter the arrest shewed abra- 
sians to his knee but no ap¬ 
parent injuries to his face or 
upper body, the commis¬ 
sioner said. 

"The end is what concerns 
me," Shea said. 

A better outcome would 
have seen officers ap¬ 
proaching the men fol¬ 


lowed by "discussion and 
no running" from police, 
he said. "No physical re¬ 
sistance at all. No arrest 
needed." 

Gayle's lawyer, Sanford 
Rubenstein, said the video 
demonstrates "that the era 
at stop and frisk is not over 
in New York City. The police 
officers involved in this bru¬ 
tal assault must be brought 
to justice." 

Rev. Kevin McCall, a civil 
rights activist in Brooklyn, 
said Gayle's family was call¬ 
ing for District Attorney Eric 
Gonzalez to open his own 
investigation into the offi¬ 
cers' conduct. McCall also 
said Shea shauld suspend 
the officers. 

The arrest came on the 
heels of renewed spotlight 
on stop, question and frisk, 
a policing strategy once 
championed by former 
Mayor Mike Bloomberg, 
who expressed regret for its 
overuse as he launched his 
now-suspended campaign 
far the Demacratic presi¬ 
dential nomination. 

At its peak, stap and frisk 
resulted in millions of po¬ 
lice stops of mostly black 
and Hispanic New Yorkers. 
A federal judge ruled the 
practice as unconstitution¬ 
al in 2012, and the city dras¬ 
tically decreased its use the 
fallawing year.Q 


Two attendees at pro-Israel conference positive for virus 



Vice President Mike Pence speaks at the American israei Public 
Affairs Committee (AlPAC) 2020 Conference, Monday, March 2, 
2020 in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By CAROLE FELDMAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Two 

people who attended the 
American Israel Public Af¬ 
fairs Committee confer¬ 
ence in Washington earlier 
this week have tested posi¬ 
tive for the coronavirus, the 
group tweeted Friday. 

The cases, in twa people 
from New York, are the first 
linked ta the nation's capi¬ 
tal. 

Thousands of people at¬ 
tended the policy con¬ 
ference, including some 
members of Congress and 
administration officials. 
Vice President Mike Pence, 
whe is heading the Trump 
administratian's respanse ta 
the caranavirus, and Secre¬ 
tary of State Mike Pompea 
were among the speakers. 


Pence and Dr. Anthony 
Fauci of the National Insti¬ 
tutes of Health appeared 
to have been caught un¬ 
aware of the positive tests 


in the two AlPAC attend¬ 
ees. 

Asked at a White House 
briefing if he was can- 
cerned that the coranavi- 


rus was now in Washington, 
Pence said it was the first 
he had heard about the 
cases in the midst of a busy 
day. 

"We will be engaged. I'm 
confident in the same con¬ 
tact tracing that we are for 
any case," he said. 

Dr. Anthony Fauci at the 
National Institutes of Health 
called cantact tracing — 
the process of trying to find 
out whom the person had 
been in contact with—"the 
public health weapon." 

"We need to get those 
people isolated to do the 
contact tracing," he said. 
"We don't have enough 
information now because 
this is the first I've actually 
heard abaut it also." 

AlPAC, a major pro-Israel 
labbying graup, used Twit¬ 


ter ta announce the posi¬ 
tive test results: "We have 
confirmed that at least two 
Policy Conference attend¬ 
ees from New York have 
tested positive for the coro¬ 
navirus," it said. 

The group said it is in con¬ 
tact with health afficials in 
Westchester County, New 
York, and Washington. It 
urged attendees ta fallow 
Centers for Disease Central 
and Preventian guidelines 
and to consult with their 
doctors if they feel ill or 
have medical questions. 

"If you test positive for coro¬ 
navirus, we urge you to 
inform your local health 
authorities so they can 
praperly caordinate their 
response to this situation 
with the appropriate health 
authorities," AlPAC said. □ 








82 -year-old with record of bank 
robberies convicted again 


lAi: 



Adilisha Patrom, owner of a co-working and event space next 
to Gallaudet University, organizes face masks, hand sanitizer 
and other suppiies inside her pop up shop on Thursday, March 
5, 2020, in Washington. 

Associated Press 

Washington, DC, gets 
its first coronavirus 
pop-up shop 
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This photo released on Jan. 14, 2018, by the Tucson Police De¬ 
partment shows Robert Francis Krebs, who has a decades-long 
criminal record for stealing from banks. 

Associated Press 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

nation’s capital has pop-up 
shops for food and drink, 
even marijuana. And now, 
coronavirus prevention 
supplies. 

As local stores sell out of 
masks and hand sanitizer, 
Adilisha Patrom, owner of 
a co-working and event 
space next to Gallaudet 
University, saw an opportu¬ 
nity and jumped on it. 
Inside, her storefront, dif¬ 
ferent models of face 
masks and hand sanitizer 
bottles in various sizes are 
displayed along a stack of 
information sheets from the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. On Thurs¬ 
day, one man stopped by, 
asked how much the masks 
cost and then left. 

A Florida native who came 
to Washington to attend 
Howard University, Patrom, 
29, sells her masks for be¬ 
tween $5 and $20, de¬ 
pending on the model. She 
also puts together preven¬ 
tion kits with masks, surgical 
gloves and sanitizer, which 
sell for $20 to $30. 

The high-end N95 masks 
are priced at about twice 
what they sell for on Ama¬ 
zon. But Patrom says her 
goal isn't to get rich. Rath¬ 
er, she sees the shop as a 
service to the community 
and says discounts are 
available to those in need 
and to senior citizens, who 
are most vulnerable to the 
virus. 

"I just feel so blessed to 


HAVE, just to have the abil¬ 
ity," to stock up on supplies, 
she said. 

The idea started with a 
health crisis in her own 
family: Patrom's father was 
diagnosed with a blood 
cancer in November. With 
her father's immune system 
weakened by ongoing 
chemotherapy treatments, 
Patrom bought boxes of 
N95 facemasks, which are 
considered superior to the 
basic surgical masks. 

Both she and her father 
wear the masks routinely 
when going to the grocery 
store or elsewhere around 
town. 

As the global coronavirus 
death toll increased and 
the virus began making 
inroads in the U.S., Patrom 
decided to stock up on 
hand sanitizers and open 
her shop. So far, business 
has been slow. Patrom said 
she has only made three 
sales since opening early 
this week. The majority of 
her visitors, she says, are just 
seeking basic information 
and walking away with a 
CDC fact sheet. 

"I think people haven't 
started freaking out yet," 
she said. "A lot of people 
are just waiting for that first 
(local case)." 

Asked what she thought 
would happen the day af¬ 
ter the first coronavirus case 
is identified in the nation’s 
capital, Patrom shuddered 
and said, "There will be a 
line down the block. "□ 


By JACQUES BILLEAUD 
PHOENIX (AP) — An 

82-year-old man who spent 
most of his adult life behind 
bars for robbing banks was 
convicted again for carry¬ 
ing out an armed heist at 
an Arizona credit union as 
he struggled to adjust to life 
outside prison. 

Robert Francis Krebs fac¬ 
es a maximum 25 years in 
prison after a jury found 
him guilty Wednesday of 
armed bank robbery. The 
January 2018 holdup in 
Tucson came about seven 
months after he was re¬ 
leased from prison. 

Krebs served more than 30 
years for a 1981 bank rob¬ 
bery in Florida and was 
sentenced to three years 
in prison after a 1966 con¬ 
viction in Chicago for em¬ 
bezzling $72,000 from a 
bank where he worked as 
a teller. 

He also served an addi¬ 
tional 17 years for theft and 
armed robbery convic¬ 
tions from Arizona dating to 
1980. 

In the Florida robbery, the 
branch manager and teller 
tripped a silent alarm and 
were later put in the bank 
vault. Krebs, who was ar¬ 
rested as he walked into 
the bank's parking lot, was 
disguised in a wig, had 
cotton in his cheeks and 
varnished his fingertips to 
leave no fingerprints, ac¬ 
cording to news accounts 
by The Orlando Sentinel. 
Krebs' attorney, Leonardo 
Costales, didn’t immedi¬ 
ately return a phone call 
and email Friday seeking 
comment on his client’s lat¬ 
est conviction. 

Krebs told investigators that 
he didn't wear a disguise 
in the 2018 Tucson robbery 
because he wanted to 
get caught and return to 
prison, according to court 
records. 

Documents say he also told 
authorities that he commit¬ 
ted the robbery because 
his monthly $800 Social 
Security payment wasn't 
enough to live on and that 
the months before the rob¬ 
bery were the worst in his 
life. 

Last summer, a judge ruled 


Krebs was mentally fit to 
stand trial despite his claim 
that he has symptoms of Al¬ 
zheimer's disease. 

Two mental health experts 
said Krebs was mentally 
competent and believed 
he was malingering, with 
one expert saying Krebs 
had "embellished or grossly 
exaggerated" his condition 
to avoid prosecution. 

The judge who declared 
Krebs psychologically fit 
said he was able to meticu¬ 
lously tell FBI agents how he 
planned and carried out 
the robbery. 

Prosecutors said Krebs de¬ 
cided the credit union was 
an easy target because 
there was no glass separat¬ 
ing customers and tellers 
and that he picked a lend¬ 
ing institution near a mall, 
where it would be harder 
for police to find him. 
Authorities said Krebs 
walked into a Pyramid Fed¬ 


eral Credit Union branch on 
Tucson's northern edge, put 
a handgun that turned out 
to a BB gun on the counter 
and demanded cash. 
Authorities say he walked 
away with nearly $8,400 
and later told investigators 
that he almost got struck 
by a vehicle while crossing 
a roadway. He was later ar¬ 
rested at a hotel. 

Bank robbery experts say 
it’s unusual for older people 
to hold up lending institu¬ 
tions. Typically, bank rob¬ 
bers are in their 20s. 

J.L. Hunter "Red" Rountree, 
who has been dubbed 
America's oldest bank 
robber, was convicted of 
committing two robberies 
in his mid-80s and was 91 at 
the time of his last heist in 
the early 2000s. He robbed 
banks in Mississippi, Florida 
and Texas. 

Rountree died in prison at 
age 92.G 
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EU seeks united front to tackle medical shortages from virus 



France's President Emmanuel Macron speaks as he eats with ederly people during a visit to an 
EHPAD (Housing Establishment tor Dependant Elderly People), amid tear ot COVID-19, the novel 
coronavius, in Paris France, Friday, March 6, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By SAMUEL PETREQUIN 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — Fearing a 
possible shortage in masks 
and protective equipment 
to fight the new coronavi- 
rus, top European Union of¬ 
ficials are urging members 
to put solidarity above na¬ 
tional interests as the virus 
spreads quickly across the 
continent. 

Speaking Friday after an 
urgent meeting in Brussels 
of health ministers from the 
27-country bloc, crisis man¬ 
agement commissioner 
Janez Lenarcic said EU na¬ 
tions are entitled to restrict 
exports of medical equip¬ 
ment but warned that such 
decisions could compro¬ 
mise the EU’s ability to man¬ 
age the growing COVID-19 
virus crisis. 

While Italy is the hardest-hit 
country in Europe, with 197 
deaths and over 4,600 cas¬ 
es, more than 6,470 infec¬ 
tions have been recorded 
across the bloc. The epi¬ 
demic has been spread¬ 
ing at a quicker pace over 
the past two weeks, lead¬ 
ing the European Centre 
for Disease Prevention and 
Control (ECDC) to raise the 


risk of coronavirus infection 
from moderate to high. 
"Preparedness has to be 
enhanced still further be¬ 
cause simply it is more 
probable that what we 
have now in Italy will hap¬ 
pen elsewhere in Europe," 
Lenarcic said. 

The last time EU health min¬ 
isters met, on Feb. 13, no 


virus deaths had been re¬ 
ported in Europe. Now the 
EU has seen 211 deaths, 
with the Netherlands an¬ 
nouncing its first death on 
Friday. 

In response to the outbreak, 
Germany and other coun¬ 
tries including the Czech 
Republic have banned the 
export of medical equip¬ 


ment such as respiratory 
masks, gloves and protec¬ 
tive suits. As contagion 
fears have led to shortages 
of face masks and sanitis¬ 
ing gels, French President 
Emmanuel Macron’s gov¬ 
ernment is requisitioning all 
current and future stocks of 
protective masks. 

Lenarcic said the European 


Commission, the bloc’s ex¬ 
ecutive arm, would support 
such temporary measures 
only if they help the bloc's 
common cause, regulate 
the market, avoid price 
hikes and do not "favor one 
member state at the ex¬ 
pense of others." 

’That would undermine our 
common approach to this 
crisis," Lenarcic said. 

Europe largely relies on 
China and India for drugs 
and protective equipment. 
German Health Minister 
Jens Spahn said Germany 
and others asked the Com¬ 
mission to implement a ban 
on exporting protective 
masks and clothing to third 
countries. 

Spahn argued there should 
be economic incentives 
for companies to produce 
pharmaceutical products 
in Germany, which might 
mean having to pay more 
for generic medicines. 

He also urged EU neighbors 
such as Britain, Switzerland, 
Norway and Serbia to be 
invited to future meetings 
on fighting the virus "be¬ 
cause this is not about just 
the European Union, this is 
about Europe."Q 


PIdcido Domingo pulls out of Royal 
Opera House performances 



In this Dec. 19,2009 file photo, Plocido Domingo performs during 
a sound check prior to a free concert in Mexico City. 

Associated Press 


Uzbekistan ends cotton 
controls, could reduce 
forced labor 


LONDON (AP) — Spanish 
tenor □ PIdcido Domingo, 
who is ensnared in allega¬ 
tions of sexual misconduct, 
has withdrawn from this 
summer's production of 
Don Carlo at London's Roy¬ 
al Opera House. 

The Royal Opera House 
said in a statement Friday it 
had been mutually agreed 
with Domingo that he will 
not be taking up his role in 
the Giuseppe Verdi classic 
in July. 

It's the latest in a string of 
withdrawals over the past 
weeks as venues have re¬ 
assessed their ties with the 
Spanish star. Performances 
by Domingo have been 
cancelled in cities includ¬ 
ing Tokyo, Madrid and San 
Francisco, among others. 
The Royal Opera House 
stressed that it had not re¬ 
ceived any claims of mis¬ 
conduct against Domingo 


during his time at the ven¬ 
ue and said it was "sympa¬ 
thetic" about his reasons for 
withdrawing. 

It added that Domingo, 
79, is an "outstanding sing¬ 
er and artist and we are 
hugely grateful for his sup¬ 
port and commitment over 


many decades." 

The sexual harassment al¬ 
legations against Domingo 
surfaced last year in two 
stories by The Associated 
Press. The Royal Opera 
House said Domingo's re¬ 
placement will be an¬ 
nounced in due course.Q 


TASHKENT, Uzbekistan 
(AP) — The president of 
Uzbekistan has abolished 
state regulation of cotton 
production and sales — a 
move seen as a significant 
step toward ending de¬ 
cades of forced labor in 
the country's cotton har¬ 
vest. President Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev's order on Fri¬ 
day ends state-established 
production targets. Jonas 
Astrup, an adviser for the 
International Labor Orga¬ 
nization in Uzbekistan, told 
The Associated Press that 
local governments and 
other organizations were 
ordered to produce cer¬ 
tain amounts and that they 
used forced labor to meet 
those targets. 

Under dictator Islam Kari¬ 
mov, who died in 2016, 
more than 2 million Uzbeks 


were forced to work in the 
annual cotton harvest. It is 
a significant export that Uz¬ 
beks often call "white gold." 
Mirziyoyev has implement¬ 
ed reforms since succeed¬ 
ing Karimov, but more than 
100,000 forced laborers 
worked in last year's har¬ 
vest, according to the ILO. 
Uzbek cotton has been sub¬ 
ject to boycotts by a num¬ 
ber of international textile 
producers and countries, 
including the United States 
and the European Union. 
In 2007, a group of human 
rights organisations found¬ 
ed the Cotton Campaign, 
which aims to end human 
rights violations in Uzbeki¬ 
stan's fields. 

The Cotton Campaign will 
meet at the end of March 
to decide whether to end 
the boycott.Q 











iir 


^Um - ^AK RE5TAURANT - LOUNGE 


VUMMVARUBAcofivSJ*- ^ 

Vour online Arutw neslauren-t guide 


WORLD NEWSIM 


SATURDAY 7 MARCH 2020 


ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT MENU 

DAILY ALL NIGHT LONG ASIAN MENU & SUSHI 


Serving 2 p.p. al o Hme 
Price is per person (no snorobles). 
Groups of 5 people or more, 
resefvohons needed. 


$ 25 . 


00 


P.P. 


Add unlimited salmon 
and/or tuna sashimi. 


$7. 


50 


[1C- 


opening hours: doily 4PM ■ 12AIVI Kitchen closes o1 ^ t;30PM 
J.E. irousquin Blvd 370 (ocross rrom Borce<6 Resort) Arowok Gorder>, Polm Beoch 
Tel; +297 280 0019- E: drogoriflytSofubowIneonddinexom 
www.dragonnyoru bo. com 


Resenrotions required ^ 

Not iralkJ in combination “ 

with ony other speciol O 

promotion Q S 


MH17 families hope truth emerges from unprecedented trial 



In this Tuesday, Oct. 13, 2015, file image, the reconstructed cockpit of Malaysia Airlines Flight 
MH17 plane is displayed before a news conference by the Dutch Safety Board in Gilze-Rijen, 
Netherlands. 

Associated Press 


By MIKE CORDER 
AMSTERDAM (AP) — United 
by grief across oceans and 
continents, families who lost 
loved ones when Malaysia 
Airlines Flight 17 was shot 
down in 2014 hope that o 
trial starting next week will 
finally deliver something 
that has remained elusive 
ever since: The truth. 

A trial starts Monday in the 
Netherlands for three Rus¬ 
sians linked to their country’s 
security and intelligence 
services and a Ukrainian 
rebel commander. They 
are accused of mass mur¬ 
der for their alleged roles 
in shooting down the Boe¬ 
ing 777 on July 17, 2014, as 
it passed over conflict-torn 
eastern Ukraine, killing all 
298 passengers and crew. 
For the families of the vic¬ 
tims, the trial is the latest 
development in a con¬ 
stant stream of news since 
they received devastating 
phone calls telling them 
that their loved ones hod 
been killed. 

Silene Fredriksz-Hoogzand’s 
life as she knew it ended 
that summer day. 

Her son Bryce and his girl¬ 
friend Daisy were killed 
when a missile fired from 
territory controlled by pro- 
Russion rebels tore the pas¬ 
senger jet opart, sending 
wreckage and bodies rain¬ 
ing down onto fields of sun¬ 
flowers in eastern Ukraine. 
The debris field spread 
across some 50 square kilo¬ 
meters (20 square miles). 

"It never will return to nor¬ 
mal," Fredriksz-Hoogzand 
said. "There's a life before 
and a life offer." 

Pictures and mementos of 
the young couple still adorn 
the walls of the house in Rot¬ 


terdam where they lived 
with Fredriksz-Hoogzand 
and her husband, Rob. The 
couple’s bedroom remains 
os it was the day they left, 
heading for o holiday in In¬ 
donesia. 

On Monday, they will head 
to a conference center to 
watch the trial proceed¬ 
ings with other relatives 
from around the world. The 
actual courtroom is close 
to Amsterdam’s Schiphol 
Airport where the flight 
known as MH17 hod token 
off, heading for Kuolo Lum¬ 
pur in Malaysia. 

The suspects most likely will 
stay away and be tried in 
absentia under Dutch law. 
The scale of the trial is un¬ 
precedented in Dutch law, 
said Marieke de Hoon, an 
assistant professor of inter¬ 


national law at Vrije Uni¬ 
versity Amsterdam. The 
international investigation 
and prosecution ore taking 
place in the Netherlands 
because most of the vic¬ 
tims — 193 people — were 
Dutch. 

"We’ve never seen anything 
like this in the Dutch system, 
it is huge," she said. There 
are so many victims, there 
are so many victims’ rela¬ 
tives, and they all have the 
right also to be part of the 
proceedings — to speak, to 
claim damages if there is a 
guilty verdict." 

Neither Russia nor Ukraine 
extradites its citizens. Rus¬ 
sia has consistently denied 
involvement in the down¬ 
ing, even after prosecutors 
alleged that the Buk missile 
system which destroyed the 


passenger plane was trans¬ 
ported into Ukraine from 
the Russian 53rd Anti-Air¬ 
craft Missile Brigade’s base 
in Kursk and the launching 
system was then returned 
to Russia. 

That announcement led 
the Netherlands and Aus¬ 
tralia to declare that they 
are holding Russia legally 
responsible for the down¬ 
ing. 

After a painstaking investi¬ 
gation spanning years, on 
international team of inves¬ 
tigators and prosecutors 
last year named four sus¬ 
pects: Russians Igor Girkin, 
Sergey Dubinskiy and Oleg 
Pulatov as well as Ukrainian 
Leonid Kharchenko. 

More suspects could face 
charges as the investiga¬ 
tions continue. 


Key questions remain over 
who authorized the missile’s 
movement and who fired 
the Buk that brought down 
MHl 7. It remains to be seen 
whether the trial, expected 
to last months, will provide 
all the answers. 

"My expectations are very 
low," Fredriksz-Hoogzand 
said in her home. "But what 
we want is to know the 
truth. What happened, 
and how? What were they 
thinking? Who gave the or¬ 
ders?" 

That sentiment is shared in 
Malaysia by the family of 
Mostura Mustafa, who was 
a flight attendant on MHl 7. 
"Praise Allah, we hope this 
trial will give us a conclusive 
verdict for us to know the 
truth on who is responsible 
for the downing of MHl7," 
said her brother, Thaib Mus¬ 
tafa. "We truly hope that 
this cose will finally come 
to on end after so many 
years." 

A clear picture has 
emerged over years of 
investigations into what 
brought down the flight. 

A Dutch crash investiga¬ 
tion pieced together the 
wreckage of the plane af¬ 
ter it was brought to a han¬ 
gar on o Dutch air force 
base and concluded that 
it was shot out of the sky by 
a Buk missile. 

Separately, o Joint Investi¬ 
gation Team made up of 
experts from the most-af¬ 
fected countries examined 
the wreckage and body 
parts, questioned witnesses 
and experts, studied radar 
and satellite images and 
analyzed data and inter¬ 
cepted communications 
before indicting the four 
suspects. □ 
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Officials say gunmen kill 32 at ceremony in Afghan capital 



An injured man is carried into an ambulance after an attack in Kabul, Afghanistan, Friday, March 
6 , 2020 . 

Associated Press 


By TAMEEM AKHGAR 
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) 

— Gunmen opened fire 
Friday at a ceremony in 
Afghanistan's capital at¬ 
tended by prominent po¬ 
litical leaders, killing at least 
32 people and wounding 
dozens more before the 
two attackers were slain by 
police, officials said. 

The Islamic State group 
claimed responsibility for 
the attack in a statement 
on its website. 

Militants from IS have de¬ 
clared war on Afghani¬ 
stan's Shiites, and many 
of those at the ceremony 
were from the minority 
Shiite sect. The ceremony 
commemorated the 1995 
slaying of Abdul Ali Mazari, 
the leader of Afghanistan's 
ethnic Hazaras, who are 
mostly Shiite Muslims. 

The Taliban said they were 
not involved in the attack, 
which came less than a 
week after the U.S. and the 
group signed an ambitious 
peace deal that lays out a 
path for the withdrawal of 
American forces from the 
country. 

Interior Ministry spokes¬ 
man Nasrat Rahimi said 32 
people were killed and 81 
wounded in the attack in 


the Dasht-e-Barchi neigh¬ 
borhood of Kabul. The 
Health Ministry gave the 
same death toll but said 58 
were wounded. All of the 
casualties were civilians, 
Rahimi said. 

Opposition leader Abdullah 
Abdullah, who is the coun¬ 
try's chief executive and 
was a top contender in last 
year's presidential election, 
was among several promi¬ 


nent political officials who 
attended the ceremony 
but left before the attack 
and were unhurt. 

Several TV journalists were 
covering the ceremony in¬ 
side a walled compound 
when the gunmen began 
shooting, and a reporter 
and a cameraman for a 
local broadcaster were 
among the wounded. 
Karim Khalili, the chief of 


Afghanistan's high peace 
council, was delivering a 
speech when the gunfire 
interrupted him. He was not 
hurt and later went on TV to 
denounce the violence. 
Several witnesses said that, 
amid the panic, members 
of the security forces at the 
event had fired on civilians 
in the crowd. 

"Individuals with military 
uniforms who were there 


targeted people, there 
were casualties, dead and 
wounded," said witness 
Ghulam Mohammad, ac¬ 
cording to Associated Press 
video. 

Another survivor, Noor Mo¬ 
hammad, said: "Everyone 
was running. Three casu¬ 
alties were on the ground 
in front of me. I ran out of 
there to save my life." 

After opening fire, the two 
gunmen holed up in a half- 
finished apartment build¬ 
ing, leading to a five-hour 
standoff with security forc¬ 
es. They were eventually 
killed and security forces 
cleared the building, Ra¬ 
himi said. The area was 
cordoned off by dozens of 
security forces. 

U.N. Secretary-General An¬ 
tonio Guterres condemned 
the violence and reiter¬ 
ated "that attacks against 
civilians are unacceptable 
and those who carry out 
such crimes must be held 
accountable," according 
to U.N. spokesman Stepha- 
ne Dujarric. 

"The United Nations stands 
with all Afghans in solidarity 
and remains committed to 
an Afghan-led peace pro¬ 
cess that will end the con¬ 
flict," Dujarric said.Q 


South Korea, Japan trade travel restrictions in virus row 



South Korean Foreign Minister Kang Kyung-wha, right, meets 
with Japanese Ambassador to South Korea Koji Tomita at the 
Foreign Ministry in Seoui, South Korea, Friday, March 6, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By KIM TONG-HYUNG 
Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 

South Korea announced it 
will end visa-free entry for 
Japanese citizens starting 
Monday in retaliation for 
a two-week quarantine 
imposed by Japan on all 
visitors from South Korea 
because of its surging viral 
outbreak. 

South Korea's first vice 
foreign minister, Cho Sei- 
young, also announced 
Friday that it will strengthen 
travel entry restrictions on 
all foreign citizens com¬ 
ing from Japan and could 
reduce the number of air¬ 
ports at which flights from 
Japan can land. 

Cho's announcement 
came hours after South 
Korea expressed "extreme 
regret" over Japan's travel 
restrictions and warned of 
countermeasures. 


He said Japan's move was 
based on a misunderstand¬ 
ing of South Korea's active 
efforts to fight the virus, 
which he insisted were in 
contrast to Japan's "non¬ 
transparent and passive 
quarantine activity" re¬ 
flected by its much smaller 
number of virus tests. 

"Our government once 
again expresses our deep 
regrets over Japan's mea¬ 
sures that it unilaterally an¬ 
nounced without prior con¬ 
sultation or notification," 
Gho told reporters. He did 
not take any questions. 
Relations between South 
Korea and Japan sank to 
their lowest point in de¬ 
cades last year as they 
feuded over trade issues, 
wartime history and military 
cooperation. 

South Korea has not tak¬ 
en any countermeasures 
against more than 90 other 


nations that have banned 
or restricted visitors from the 
country. 

The 14-day quarantine an¬ 
nounced by Japanese 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
on Thursday also will apply 
to visitors from China. The 


government in Beijing is¬ 
sued a softer response, with 
foreign ministry spokesman 
Zhao Lijian saying that Ja¬ 
pan's measures were "un¬ 
derstandable." 

South Korea has confirmed 
more than 6,500 cases of in¬ 


fection with the new coro- 
navirus, but its numbers of 
new cases have been de¬ 
clining in recent days. 

South Korean Foreign Min¬ 
ister Kang Kyung-wha ear¬ 
lier on Friday summoned 
Japanese Ambassador Koji 
Tomita to protest Japan's 
move and described it as 
"unscientific," citing prog¬ 
ress in the country's quar¬ 
antine efforts. 

Tomita replied that Japan 
is facing a "critical period" 
that will determine whether 
it can successfully stem the 
spread of the virus. Japan 
counts more than 1,000 
cases, including about 700 
from a cruise ship. 
Japanese Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Yoshihide Suga 
said the country's strength¬ 
ened border controls will 
also apply to Japanese citi¬ 
zens returning from South 
Korea or China. □ 
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Forensic officers work on a biost site near the US Embassy in Tunis, Friday, March 6, 2020. 

Associated Press 


Tunisia: Suicide bombers near U.S. 
Embassy kiii, injure poiice 


By MEHDI EL AREM and 
BOUAZZA BEN BOUAZZA 
Associated Press 
TUNIS, Tunisia (AP) — Two 

suicide bombers blew 
themselves up near the U.S. 
Embassy in Tunisia on Fri¬ 
day, killing one police offi¬ 
cer and wounding four oth¬ 
ers, the Inferior Ministry said. 
Lawmaker Yosri Dali, head 
of the armed forces and 
security commission, con¬ 
firmed eyewitness reports 
that the bombers were on 
a motorcycle. 

Dali said in an interview 
with Radio Mosaique that 
they blew themselves 
up when a police patrol 
stopped them to ask where 
they were going. 

Sofiane Selliti, spokesman 
for the judiciary’s counter¬ 
terrorism office said the 
attackers' motorcycle was 
"packed with explosives." 
He described on Radio 
Mosaique a horrific scene, 
saying the attackers' body 
parts fragments were flung 
a considerable distance. 
Hundreds of police 
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swarmed around the em¬ 
bassy on the outskirts of 
Tunis, the Tunisian capital, 
after the bombings. Sharp¬ 
shooters could be seen on 
the roofs of nearby build¬ 
ings and major streets were 
blocked. Security units 
were placed on maximum 
alert, the Interior Ministry 
said. 

A ministry spokesman, 
Khaled Lahyouni, said one 
of the five officers injured in 
the blast had died after sur¬ 
gery. A civilian was slightly 
injured. 

The spokesman insisted the 
dead attackers had tar¬ 
geted the officers on patrol 
and not the U.S. Embassy. 
An angry crowd of hun¬ 
dreds of people stormed 
the embassy compound in 
2012. 

The U.S. State Department 
said it was "outraged" by 
the attack and saddened 
by the fatality. It said one 
of the U.S. Embassy’s local 
employees was injured, 
but it didn't elaborate. The 
State Department said it is 
working with local authori¬ 
ties on the investigation. 
There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for 
the attack. Authorities did 
not confirm media reports 
naming the attackers. 

The U.S. Assistant Secretary 
of State for Political-Military 
Affairs, Clarke Cooper, said 
combating terrorism is "a 
long-term proposition ... 


there's always going to be 
a threat wherever you are 
globally." 

This North African nation's 
transition to democracy 
has been marred by Islamist 
extremist attacks. Dozens 
of people were killed in 
two attacks in 2015, at the 
noted Bardo Museum out¬ 
side Tunis, and at a luxury 
beach hotel near Sousse, 
in the east. 

Since the fall of Tunisia's 
hard-line secular dictator¬ 
ship in January 2011, ex¬ 
tremists have increasingly 
come into the open. Some 
prisoners serving time for 
extremist-linked convic¬ 
tions have walked free. 

A flag inside the walled-off 
American diplomatic mis¬ 
sion fluttered above the 
attack site outside the em¬ 
bassy’s compound. Police 
taped off the area, which 
was littered with charred 
debris, and forensic teams 
sorted through remnants of 
the explosion. 

The U.S. Embassy, located 
in a residential area on the 
outskirts of Tunis, came un¬ 
der assault in 2012 along 
with a nearby American 
school by crowds angered 
by an anti-Muslim film pro¬ 
duced in the United States. 
Security forces killed four 
people during the attack 
in which the American 
flag was torn down and 
replaced with an Islamic 
flag.a 



A firefighter disinfects a traditional shopping center to help pre¬ 
vent the spread of the new coronavirus in northern Tehran, Iran, 
Friday, March, 6, 2020. 

Associated Press 

Iran warns it could 
use 'force' to halt 
travel amid virus 


By NASSER KARIMI 
TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iranian 
authorities warned Friday 
they may use "force" to 
limit travel between cities 
and announced the new 
coronavirus has killed 124 
people amid 4,747 con¬ 
firmed cases in the Islamic 
Republic. 

Health Ministry spokesman 
Kianoush Jahanpour of¬ 
fered the figures at a tele¬ 
vised news conference. He 
did not elaborate on the 
threat to use force, though 
he acknowledged the virus 
now was in all of Iran’s 31 
provinces. 

The threat may be to stop 
people from using closed 
schools and universities 
as an excuse to go to the 
Caspian Sea and other Ira¬ 
nian vacation spots. Semi¬ 
official news agencies in 
Iran posted images of long 
traffic lines as people tried 
to reach the Caspian coast 
from Tehran on Friday, de¬ 
spite authorities earlier tell¬ 
ing people to remain in 
their cities. 

Iran on Thursday an¬ 
nounced it would put 
checkpoints in place to 
limit travel between major 
cities, hoping to stem the 
spread of the virus. 

Iran canceled Friday 
prayers across its major 
cities. Elsewhere in the re¬ 
gion, Iraq canceled Friday 
prayers in Karbala, where a 
weekly sermon is delivered 
on behalf of the country's 
top Shiite cleric. Authorities 


in the United Arab Emirates 
meanwhile limited prayers 
to two verses of the Quran 
so they lasted no longer 
than 10 minutes, over con¬ 
cerns about the virus. 

More than 4,990 cases of 
the virus, which causes 
the illness COVID-19, have 
been confirmed across the 
Middle East. Iran and Italy 
have the world's highest 
death tolls outside of Chi¬ 
na. 

In Qom, the Shiite holy city 
particularly hard-hit by the 
virus, physician Javad Kho- 
dadadi was confirmed with 
the virus, the official IRNA 
news agency reported Fri¬ 
day. Khodadadi is head of 
a hospital in the city and 
had been treating patients 
infected with the virus. He is 
the 14th local medical staff 
member to become infect¬ 
ed with the virus. 

In Tehran, firefighters 
sprayed disinfectant on 
an 18-kilometer (11-mile) 
length of Tehran’s famous 
■Valiasr Avenue, some from 
firetrucks and others walk¬ 
ing along its sidewalks, 
spraying ATMs and store¬ 
fronts. 

"It would be great if they did 
it every day," grocery store 
owner Reza Razaienejad 
said after the firefighters 
sprayed outside his shop. 
"It should not be just a one¬ 
time thing and should be 
done frequently, especially 
in places like here where 
movement and traffic hap¬ 
pens a lot."Q 
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Salvadorans who fled to U.S. to escape violence returned to It 



In this Feb. 12, 2020 photo, transgender woman Leticia shows a photograph of Camila Dfaz, an¬ 
other transgender woman she met whiie migrating to the U.S. 

Associated Press 


By MARCOS ALEMAN and 
CLAUDIA TORRENS 
Associated Press 
SAN SALVADOR, El Salva¬ 
dor (AP) — 

Several years ago, Camila 
Diaz left her native El Salva¬ 
dor and went to the United 
States, looking for a place 
where she would be safer 
as a transgender woman. 
But she failed to find a sym¬ 
pathetic ear. Deported 
back to San Salvador, the 
nation’s capital, she was 
killed just over a year later. 
Diaz, 30, was one of 138 Sal¬ 
vadorans deported from 
the United States who have 
been killed upon returning 
to their country since 2013, 
according to a report by 
Human Rights Watch. 

As the administration of U.S. 
President Donald Trump 
steps up efforts to block 
asylum, the report reflect 
a bleak picture created in 
port by gang violence in 
El Salvador and struggling 
low enforcement agencies 
there, some experts say. 

"El Salvador is a small coun¬ 
try, a poor country, a very 
violent country and so the 
police are stretched," said 
Meg Galas, Country Di¬ 
rector of Northern Central 
America for the Interna¬ 
tional Rescue Committee, 
a humanitarian aid organi¬ 
zation. 

"When people are deport¬ 
ed they are deported right 
back into the violence and 
the fear that they left," she 
said. 

International law does not 
allow countries to send 
refugees back to a place 
where they fear persecu¬ 
tion. Some activists claim 
that, under Trump, the 
U.S. is not following its own 
procedures of giving asy¬ 
lum seekers a chance to 
explain their complicated 
situations and is, instead, 
blocking their right to be 
heard. 

The U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement 
agency, or ICE, said Friday 
that migrants placed in 
removal proceedings re¬ 
ceive all appropriate legal 
process before the federal 
immigration courts. The 
agency only deports peo¬ 
ple in accordance with 
federal laws as passed by 
Congress, said an agency 


spokesperson who de¬ 
clined to be named in line 
with agency protocols. 
Asylum has always been a 
long shot for migrants, with 
many claims denied. It has 
become even harder in 
the Trump administration, 
which has focused on mak¬ 
ing asylum increasingly dif¬ 
ficult to obtain. The Justice 
Department has said that 
the goal is to prevent im¬ 
migrants from overwhelm¬ 
ing the nation's immigration 
system and endangering 
national security. 

More than 144,000 Salva¬ 
dorans were deported to 
their home country from fis¬ 
cal year 2013 to fiscal year 
2019, according to ICE 
data. 

Diaz left El Salvador in 2014 
after suffering a beating 
that left her with a dislo¬ 
cated jaw; she had filed a 
criminal complaint against 
her attacker, with no result. 
After a while in Mexico, 
Diaz returned to El Salva¬ 
dor, where she found work 
in a bar in a tough neigh¬ 
borhood in San Salvador. 
But gang death threats fol¬ 
lowed her, and in 2016 she 


once again left the coun¬ 
try. 

This time, at a migrant shel¬ 
ter in the southern Mexico 
city of Tapachula, she met 
Leticia, a fellow Salvadoran 
transgender woman. 
Leticia, who asked that her 
real name not be used for 
fear of persecution, told 
her story to The Associated 
Press. 

Leticia and Diaz lived in 
Mexico for a year and a 
half. They got asylum pa¬ 
pers in Tapachula, but they 
felt harassed in southern 
Mexico, so they decided to 
travel to Mexico City, in the 
center of the country. 
"Because we were trans, 
and the way we dressed, 
they wouldn't give us jobs. 
We were discriminated 
against all the time," Leticia 
recalled. "We resorted to 
prostitution in order to sur¬ 
vive." 

Desperate, they traveled to 
the U.S. border, where they 
turned themselves in to U.S. 
immigration authorities. 

Diaz was held for a couple 
of months at an immigra¬ 
tion detention center in 
San Diego, California be¬ 


fore she was deported. 
Leticia was held there, too, 
for nine months, as she ap¬ 
pealed, until she, too, was 
deported in May 2018. 
"Camila never put up with 
harassment. Even though 
she told them over and 
over again that our lives 
were in danger, they de¬ 
ported her first," Leticia 
said. "I kept fighting, but in 
the end they deported me. 
Now she is dead." 

Diaz disappeared the 
night of Jan. 30, 2019 as 
she worked the streets of 
San Salvador and she was 
found the next day, badly 
beaten but still alive. 
Emergency personnel took 
her to the Rosales hospital, 
where she died on Feb. 3. 
Monica Linares, an activist 
with the rights group Arcoir- 
is Trans (Rainbow Trans) said 
the group had demanded 
authorities investigate her 
killing. What followed was 
the arrest of three police¬ 
men who, according to in¬ 
vestigations, had stopped 
Diaz in the street, and later 
threw her from a moving 
police vehicle on a high¬ 
way on the east side of San 


Salvador. 

The policemen are wait¬ 
ing for a judge’s decision 
on whether to prosecute 
them. 

El Salvador's murder rate 
has declined sharply since 
2015, when more than 
6,000 people were killed. 
But the country continues 
to have one of the world's 
highest homicide rates, in 
large part due to gang vio¬ 
lence. 

Meanwhile, the number of 
Salvadorans seeking asy¬ 
lum in the United States 
grew tenfold between 
2012 and 2017. Many cited 
gang threats in their asylum 
claims, but only about 18% 
saw their asylum requests 
approved. 

Human Rights Watch said 
the real number of people 
killed after being deported 
may be much higher than 
138. 

Salvadoran Foreign Minister 
Alexandra Hill Tinoco told 
reporters that some of the 
returning Salvadorans who 
had been killed were gang 
members themselves. But 
she also acknowledged 
that deportees face a so¬ 
cial stigma in their home 
country. 

The deaths reported in the 
Human Rights Watch report 
occurred during both the 
administrations of Trump 
and Barack Obama. 

Trump has made limiting im¬ 
migration a centerpiece of 
his policies, including mak¬ 
ing Central American asy¬ 
lum seekers wait in Mexico 
while their cases are being 
considered. 

Human Rights Watch has 
called on the U.S. govern¬ 
ment to drop the "remain 
in Mexico" policy, and 
drop restrictions that make 
it harder to seek asylum 
because of gang threats 
or gender violence. The 
Department of Homeland 
Security, however, says it is 
trying to make the asylum 
process more efficient and 
eliminate fraudulent claims. 
Despite the hardening of 
U.S. policies, Leticia, Diaz's 
friend, plans to try to return 
to the United States this 
month. 

"I want to undertake the 
journey again, to see what 
fate holds for me," she 
said.Q 
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Congratulations to all women in the world 
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ORANJESTAD — Women, they are 
all in one. Mother, friend, sister, lov¬ 
er, wife, daughter no matter what 
age, they come into this world 
with the talent to combine differ¬ 
ent things at the same time. Multi¬ 
tasking, as in take care, achieve, 
struggle, absorb, love, settle and 
so much more is part of a wom¬ 
an’s being. Tomorrow all this is in 
the spotlight: congratulations to all 
women out there, you are amazing 
as you are. 

‘This year's theme for International 
Women's Day (8 March) is, “I am 
Generation Equality: Realizing 
Women's Rights." The Generation 
Equality campaign is bringing to¬ 
gether people of every gender, 
age, ethnicity, race, religion and 
country, to drive actions that will 
create the gender-equal world we 
all deserve. Together, we wont to 
mobilize to end gender-based vio¬ 
lence; we are calling for econom¬ 


ic justice and rights for all; bodily 
autonomy, sexual and reproduc¬ 
tive health and rights; and femi¬ 
nist action for climate justice. We 
want technology and innovation 
for gender equality; and feminist 
leadership. From the Liberian wom¬ 
en's sex strike paving the way for 
peace to the Icelandic “Women's 
Day Off" demanding economic 
equality to the global impact of 
the #MeToo movement, history 
has taught us that change can 
happen through collective activ¬ 
ism.' ~ United Nations. 

Let's take this back to our island 
and see how far we get with gen¬ 
der equality. We have a female 
prime minister, Mrs. Evelyn Wever- 
Croes and we have a growing 
number of women in higher posi¬ 
tions. Those are positive develop¬ 
ments, but what about the women 
in the lower wage jobs which ore 
more likely to be subject to wage 


discrimination. They are more likely 
to bring home far less than their 
male counterparts with equal job 
status, and get far less help with 
housework from their husbands 
than the high-earning women, 
states a Wikipedia research. Out¬ 
side of the work field, domestic vio¬ 
lence against women is still an issue 
and in the workplace, unwanted 
behavior is present. Great news is 
that more companies are taking 
responsibility in this part by provid¬ 
ing the new Report App. 

The Report App handles all forms 
of unwanted behavior in the work¬ 
place, from the so-called grey 
area, facts and figures up until ev¬ 
erything you need to know about 
behavior in the workplace. It is 
absolute a tool to make women 
feel more safe and secure when 
experiencing sexual harassment or 
bullying. The Report App is not only 
for women by the way, but for all 


employees. Looking at the school 
achievements we notice a situa¬ 
tion where the number of boys that 
become ‘drop-outs' is greater than 
the number of girls. In Latin Ameri¬ 
ca and the Caribbean there are 
more girls that finish primary and 
high school. Most of the times, girls 
are taught from a really young age 
that they should be respectful, flex¬ 
ible and well behaved while boys 
don't get the same push to hove 
a good behavior. This information 
is provided by Unesco. 

From our island, we go to our com¬ 
pany where amazing, strong, hard¬ 
working women do their thing day- 
in and day-out to have two fresh 
newspapers on the table in the 
end. Have a look at this picture 
where the ‘women of Bon Dia Aru¬ 
ba and Aruba Today' salute you 
and wish all the women out there a 
wonderful International Women's 
Doy.Q 
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Urgent Care Aruba (UCA) introduces Preventive Heaith Check Up 



ORANJESTAD — Urgent Care Aruba situ¬ 
ated at the Noord Medical Center con¬ 
tinues to innovate its services in benefit 
of their patients and is now introducing 
health promotion and disease prevention 
programs focused on keeping businesses, 
locals, and island visitors healthy. 

Let us introduce you to our Executive 
Check Up, this allows patients, both males 
and female to have their current health 
situation in check. This annual checkup is 
available to local companies wanting to 
establish a preventive measure to their 
employee’s health as well as locals and 
island visitors wanting to take care of their 


own wellbeing. This package includes; 
Laboratory Exams, Medical imaging: X- 
Ray/ Ultrasound-Echo, EKG, Gynecology 
(for our female patients), and Physician 
Evaluation (Gonsultation and Physical ex¬ 
amination). 

Urgent Care Aruba (UCA) facilitates and 
expands the possibility of conducting your 
complete annual preventive medical 
checkup here on the island instead of go¬ 
ing abroad. This will eliminate the cost of 
airfare tickets, stay, transportation, vaca¬ 
tion days, etc. 

The Executive Check Up is available with 



appointment between Monday to Saturday from 8am till 
10am. 


URGENT CARE ARUBA (UCA) 

UCA, established in 2013, located at the Noord Medical 
Center carries one main objective by offering medical 
attention to the community of Aruba, as well as the tourist 
industry. Services offered at UCA are for patients suffering 
from medical conditions that do not justified to visit the 
local Emergency Department or not wanting to wait for a 
next day consultation or evaluation. 


Following clinical guidelines of NHG (Netherlands), AAFP 
(American Academy Family Physicians) and AAUCM 
(American Academy of Urgent Care Medicine) 


m A Urgent 

W 

^ Arubo 


Contact 

For more information, questions, or price contact tele¬ 
phone number: +297 5860448 or email info@urgentcare. 
aw. Visit wvvw.urgentcare.aw or like us on Facebook for 
more relevant news and information.Q 


Aruba to me 



ORANJESTAD - We would like to portrait you! 
By inviting you to send us your favorite vaca¬ 
tion picture while enjoying our Happy Island. 

Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is. 

Send your picture with text (including your 
name and where you are from) to: news® 
arubatoday.com and we will publish your va¬ 
cation memory in our newspaper. Isn’t that 
a special way to keep your best moments 
alive? Please do note: By submitting photos, 
text or any other materials, you give permis¬ 
sion to The Aruba Today Newspaper, Carib¬ 
bean Speed Printers and any of its affiliated 
companies to use said materials, as well as 
names, likeness, etc. for promotional purpos¬ 
es without compensation. 

Last but not least: check out our website and 
Facebook page! Thank you for supporting 
our free newspaper, we strive to make you a 
happy reader every day again. 

For today’s newspaper we received a great 
picture from Eneida Vasquezfrom from Mon¬ 
treal - Canada (originally from Venezuela). 

She wrote: 


Aruba to me is.... “ALL”.Q 
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WIN $10 UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY THE DAY YOU JOIN THE CLUB! 
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Fun 4-Card BINGO starting at 1pm! 

$7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games to Play 

©H^tS©© ftm Qzi^ rPrfhso 

SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME 

Jackpot within 50 Calls | 51 Calls or more $111 

Additional $500 Cash Prize in our Monthly Early Bird 
Drawing when you purchase your cord before noon! 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 

Subway 1 Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bor 
TOF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
Bijoux Terner Boutique I R-Gloss 
Curated Lab I Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body S Soul Spa 

Coming Soon: ttie Brownsicne Ribs £ Seafood ond 
Shdbm Hair & Nait Bar 


Open doily lOam to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
583.5000 I CQ5inoalhambra.com 


Pky Visiliniw.^mhlaEsar»nynious.crQ if you or um«on4ymi kiuw lias i] aomhliiiQ prablem. 



Aruba to Me 

ORANJESTAD - We would like to por¬ 
trait you! By inviting you to send us your 
favorite vacation picture while enjoy¬ 
ing our Happy Island. Complete the 

sentence: Aruba to me is. Send 

your picture with text (including your 
name and where you are from) to: 
news@arubatoday.com and we will 
publish your vacation memory in our 
newspaper. Isn’t that a special way to 
keep your best moments alive? Please 
do note: By submitting photos, text or 
any other materials, you give permis¬ 
sion to The Aruba Today Newspaper, 
Caribbean Speed Printers and any 
of its affiliated companies to use said 
materials, as well as names, likeness, 
etc. for promotional purposes without 
compensation. 

Last but not least: check out our web¬ 
site and Facebook page! Thank you 
for supporting our free newspaper, we 
strive to make you a happy reader ev¬ 
ery day again. 

For today’s newspaper we received a 
great picture from James Lane. 

He wrote: 

Aruba to me is "Making memories and 
living the good Life’’.G 
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WIN $10 UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY THE DAY YOU JOIN THE CLUB! 



Get a FREE Alhambra T-Shirt when 

you earn 250 Slot Points on Sunday 
with your Players' Club card! 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail 
Sc Dining Outlets, Salon Sc Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 

Subway 1 Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
TOF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
Bijoux Terner Boutique I R-Glass 
Curated Lab I Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 

Coming Soon: The Brownsicne Ribs £ Seafood ond 
Shalom Hair & Hail Gar 


Open doily 10am to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
583.5000 I casinoalhombra.com 
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Celebrate your day at Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort & Casino 


PALM BEACH — International 
Women's Day, IWD, has been cel¬ 
ebrated annually on March 8th, 
since 1911. The day belongs to all 
women across the globe and com¬ 
memorates their collective strug¬ 
gle for equality and human rights. 

In Aruba, at Hilton Aruba Caribbe¬ 
an Resort & Casino, Women’s Day 
is dedicated to community and 
companionship. You are hereby 
invited to attend the resort’s festive 
gatherings, in the company of col¬ 
leagues, family members or friends. 

Women’s Day Breakfast Buffet at 
Laguna 

Join the sumptuous breakfast buf¬ 
fet served at Laguna Restaurant 
in honor of IWD. The all-you-can- 
eat extravaganza with unlimited 
mimosas and Opera Prima Pink 
Moscato, features a local sta¬ 
tion, Eggs Benedict, a pancake 
and waffle station, made-to-order 
eggs and omelet station, hot items, 
freshly baked muffins and pastries, 
and more. Live entertainment from 
10:00am-12:00pm promises to fur¬ 
ther enhance the experience with 
inside and outside seating. 



Time: 7am - 12:00noon 

Reservations is highly recommend¬ 
ed. Please call 526 6612 or email 
the concierge at hiltonconcierge® 
depalmtours.com. 

Women’s Day Happy Hour af Mira 
Solo 

Another opportunity for network¬ 


ing and connections will be staged 
at Mira Solo Lobby Bar, an outdoor 
lounge suspended over the water¬ 
falls, and showcasing the gorgeous 
Hilton beach with technicolor sun¬ 
sets. Bring your favorite people, col¬ 
leagues, family members or friends 
for o very special happy hour, from 
5PM to 7PM, with cocktails, snacks, 
and good vibes, acknowledg¬ 



ing the amazing achievements of 
women for the past 91 years, since 
the day IWD was first celebrated. 
Special offer for the day: 2 FOR 1 
by the gloss or by the bottle. Op¬ 
era Prima Pink Moscato, Gerard 
Bertrand Cote des Roses, Boloshi 
& Chill beers. Generous snack 
platter, loaded with cheeseballs, 
wings, buffalo cauliflower bites, 
calamari & fries. With live entertain¬ 
ment from 5PM to 7PM. 

Sip a cocktail and relax in the mod¬ 
ern, chic environment of Mira Solo, 
as you enjoy the evening air, listen 
to live entertainment, and savor 
small bites, at Hilton Aruba Carib¬ 
bean Resort & Casino. □ 
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Sung Kang, of South Korea, 
hits from the 18th fairway to 
the green during the second 
round of the Arnoid Paimer 
Invitationai goif tournament 
Friday, March 6, 2020, in Or- 
iando, Fia. 

Associated Press 

Hatton, 
Kang 
share 
lead on 
a tough 
day at 
Bay Hill 

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — Tyr¬ 
rell Hatton lost his swing on 
his bock nine without los¬ 
ing his head, o small vic¬ 
tory. He battled through o 
tough test at Boy Hill on Fri¬ 
day and was only surprised 
by what he sow when he 
finished. His tidy short gome 
was strong enough to carry 
him into o shore ot the lead 
with Sung Kong going into 
the weekend at the Arnold 
Palmer Invitational. 

"I just didn't hove o clue 
where it was going," Hat¬ 
ton said otter o 3-under 69 
in o wind that come out 
of the opposite direction. 
"Just happy to get in the 
clubhouse with no dam¬ 
age done, really." 

Continued on next page 
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Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry (30) shoots against Toronto Raptors forward Pascai Siakam during the second haif of an 
NBA basketbaii game in San Francisco, Thursday, March 5, 2020. 

Associated Press 
Page 17 
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Continued from previous page 

Kang birdied four of his losf 
seven holes for a 68. 

Rory Mcliroy mode o mess 
of No. 8 and felf he mode 
Boy Hill harder fhon if was 

— and it was plenty difficult 

— for o 73 that still left him 
within two shots of the lead. 
Mott Every thought it was 
awesome that his 65 in 
the opening round was 20 
shots better than his previ¬ 
ous round on the PGA Tour. 
Not so awesome was be¬ 
ing 18 shots higher the next 
day, on 83 that allowed 
him to join the wrong list in 
PGA Tour annals by going 
from the 18-hole lead to 
the weekend off. 

He missed the cut by one 
shot. 

"I really didn't see this com¬ 
ing, to be honest," said Ev¬ 
ery, who is rarely anything 
but honest. "But it happens. 
It kind of happens to me 
quite o bit." 

His lost three rounds on the 
PGA Tour dating to o week 
ago at the Hondo Classic: 
85-65-83. He was he first 
player since Comilo Ville¬ 
gas in the 2013 Hondo Clas¬ 
sic to go from the first-round 
lead to o missed cut. 

Talor Gooch fared o little 
better. He followed o 67 
with an 80 and made the 
cut on the number. 


Phil Mickelson, who opened 
with o 77, drilled o 5-iron 
from 239 yards away over 
the water to 7 feet for on 
eagle on the par-5 sixth to 
get on the cut number with 
three holes to ploy. He fin¬ 
ished with o double bogey 
and missed the cut for the 
fourth time this year. 

It’s the first time in 25 years 
Mickelson has missed four 
cuts before the Masters. 

"I thought it was o really 
hard golf course, and I en¬ 
joyed the challenge of try¬ 
ing to ploy on these type of 
conditions," Mickelson said. 
"And I'm o little frustrated 
that I haven’t gotten off to 
the start his year I would 
like. I'm not discouraged. 
I don't feel like I'm that for 
off." 

Henrik Stenson also opened 
with o 77. He also battled 
bock to give himself o 
chance to moke the cut. 
And he also took double 
bogey on his final hole to 
miss the cut for only the 
second time in 12 appear¬ 
ances at Boy Hill. 

The overage score was 
74.08, the highest at Boy Hill 
since the opening round of 
2011 . 

And it left o 69-man field 
for the weekend that is up 
for grabs. Hatton and Kong 
were of 7-under 137, the 



Tyrrell Hatton, of England, lines up a putt on the sixth green dur¬ 
ing the second round of the Arnold Palmer Invitational golf tour¬ 
nament Friday, March 6, 2020, in Orlando, Fla. 

Associated Press 


highest score to lead at 
Boy Hill in 10 years. 

Danny Lee hod the low 
round of the day, o 67, that 
left him one shot behind. 
Mcliroy, Hondo Classic 
winner Sungjoe Im (69) 
and Harris English (70) two 
strokes behind at 5 under. 
Another shot bock was o 


group that included Patrick 
Reed, who hod another 70 
in his bid to win his second 
straight tournament. 

Hatton is making up for lost 
time from on accident in 
the oddest of places. He 
was walking in from the Par 
3 Tournament at the Mas¬ 
ters three years ago when 


it was halted by storms and 
slipped on pine straw, in¬ 
juring his right wrist os he 
braced for the toll. He tried 
cortisone shots to buy time, 
and he finally felt the only 
option was surgery otter 
the European Tour ended 
its season lost November. 
The Englishman was out 
longer than he expected, 
but he returned in Mexico 
City by tying for sixth in the 
World Golf Championships, 
and now he has o shore of 
the 36-hole lead at Boy Hill. 
Mcliroy was happy to still 
be in range. 

His round looked os though 
it might come undone 
when he got caught up in 
the trees to the right of the 
eighth fairway and mode 
double bogey, this otter o 
three-putt bogey from long 
range on the par-3 seventh. 
He birdied his next hole, 
limited the mistakes to only 
one bogey on the bock 
nine and wound up in 
good shape. 

"It was o grind. I think I mode 
it more of o grind than I 
needed to," Mcliroy said. 
"Conditions were tricky, 
greens ore getting firm, 
wind was out of o differ¬ 
ent direction today, so that 
mode things o little interest¬ 
ing, too.... I'm still right there 
in the golf tournament."Q 


Tiger still not ready, will miss The Players Championship 



Tiger Woods hits out of a greenside bunker on the 17th hole dur¬ 
ing the final round of the Genesis Invitational golf tournament 
at Riviera Country Club, Sunday, Feb. 16, 2020, in the Pacific 
Palisades area of Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — The 

strongest field of the year 
at The Players Champion¬ 
ship will be without the big¬ 
gest draw in golf. 

Tiger Woods isn’t playing. 
Woods will miss The Players 
Championship for the first 
time when not recovering 
from any of his nine surger¬ 
ies. His agent, Mark Stein¬ 
berg at Excel Sports Man¬ 
agement, said in o text, 
"Bock just not ready. Not 
long term concern." 

Woods has played only 
two times this year, o tie for 
ninth at Torrey Pines and 
lost place at the Genesis In¬ 
vitational at Riviera, where 
he serves os tournament 
host. Woods shot 76-77 on 
the weekend at Riviera in 
the Pacific chill and said his 
bock was o little stiff. 

He decided at the lost min¬ 
ute not to ploy the World 
Golf Championships event 


in Mexico. He didn’t ploy 
the Hondo Classic for the 
second straight year, and 
then he chose not ploy the 
Arnold Palmer Invitational 
at Boy Hill, where he has 
won o record eight times. 
The Players was seen os o 


likely return, except that 
Woods isn’t ready. 

Woods later tweeted that it 
wasn't on easy decision. 

"I hove to listen to my body 
and properly rest when 
needed," Woods said. "My 
bock is simply just not ready 


for ploy next week. I'm sod 
to miss one of the best 
events of the season, OUR 
Championship." 

Woods has been saying all 
year that he plans to ploy 
fewer events, mainly so the 
44-year-old with five knee 
surgeries and four bock sur¬ 
geries con stay in golf lon¬ 
ger. 

He is o two-time winner on 
the TPC Sowgross, most re¬ 
cently in 2013. Woods hod 
the first of four bock op- 
erotons the following year 
and was at The Players only 
once over the next four 
years, o tie for 69th in 2015. 
He ended that season with 
two more bock surgeries. 
Before that. Woods missed 
The Players in 2008 when it 
was held in May. 

He hod arthroscopic knee 
surgery otter the Masters 
that year and didn't ploy 
again until the U.S. Open 
at Torrey Pines, which he 
won despite shredded liga¬ 


ments in his left knee and o 
double stress fracture in his 
leg. 

That limits the amount of 
golf Woods will ploy lead¬ 
ing into his title defense at 
the Masters, one of the big¬ 
gest moments in sports o 
year ago when he rallied to 
win o fifth green jacket and 
his first major in 11 years. 
Next on the schedule after 
The Players is the Volspor 
Championship at Innis- 
brook, where Woods tied 
for second two years ago. It 
was his first appearance at 
the Tempo Boy event, and 
it attracted record crowds. 
After that is the Dell Match 
Ploy in Austin, Texas, where 
lost year Woods reached 
the quarterfinals. It turned 
out to be o pivotal week 
in his preparations for the 
Masters. That’s followed by 
the Valero Open in Son An¬ 
tonio, although Woods has 
never played the week be¬ 
fore the Masters. □ 
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Curry scores 23 in return, but Raptors clinch playoff spot 



Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry (30) reacts after shooting a 3-point basket against the 
Toronto Raptors during the first half of an NBA basketball gome in Son Francisco, Thursday, March 
5, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Stephen Curry scored 23 
points tor Golden State in 
his anticipated return af¬ 
ter missing more than four 
months with a broken left 
hand, but the Toronto Rap¬ 
tors beat the Warriors 121- 
113 Thursday night to clinch 
a playoff spot. 

After being sidelined 58 
games, Curry led Golden 
State out of the tunnel to 
a big ovation — os loud os 
his neon sneakers, one pink 
and one yellow. He missed 
his first two shots but hod 
three quick assists, includ¬ 
ing o no-look, behind-the- 
bock dish to Andrew Wig¬ 
gins. He finished with seven 
assists and seven rebounds 
in 27 minutes. 

The two-time MVP hit o 
17-footer for his first basket 
early in the second quarter, 
then got o huge reaction 
for a 3-pointer from well be¬ 
yond the arc shortly before 
halftime. 

He was 3 of 12 from 3-point 
range and 6 of 16 overall 
for the gome. 

Norman Powell scored o 
career-high 37 points for 
Toronto, which clinched o 
playoff berth with the win 
in o rematch of last year's 
NBA Finals. The Raptors won 
that series in six games, 
finishing with a victory in 
Golden State's final gome 
at its old arena in Oakland. 
Kyle Lowry added 26 points 
and 10 assists, and Serge 
Iboko hod 13 points and 
13 rebounds for the Rap¬ 
tors, who won of Phoenix 
on Tuesday night to end a 
three-gome losing streak. 
CLIPPERS 120, ROCKETS 105 
Kawhi Leonard scored 25 
points and Los Angeles 


rolled over Houston for its 
sixth straight victory. 

The Rockets were done in 
by their shooting woes in 
o gome that was billed os 
o matchup of two of the 
top teams in the Western 
Conference, but was a 
rout almost from the start. 
Houston hod a chance to 
take the season series and 
secure the tiebreaker over 
the Clippers, but the loss 
left the teams tied 2-2. 
Houston mode just 7 of 42 
3-pointers to drop its sec¬ 
ond straight gome in em¬ 
barrassing fashion otter los¬ 
ing to the lowly New York 
Knicks on Monday night. 
The Rockets ended their 
streak of 18 straight gomes 
with 10 or more 3-pointers 


dating to Jon. 20. 

Russell Westbrook led the 
Rockets with 29 points and 
15 rebounds. James Hard¬ 
en was 4 of 17 and missed 
oil eight 3-pointers he at¬ 
tempted to finish with 16 
points. The two stars and 
most of the other starters 
on both teams didn't ploy 
for much of the fourth quar¬ 
ter with the game out of 


reach. 

NUGGETS 114, HORNETS 112 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — 
Jomol Murray hit o running, 
off-balance 13-footer from 
the baseline with 5.1 sec¬ 
onds left and Denver over¬ 
came on eight-point fourth 
quarter deficit to beat 
Charlotte. 

Murray hod 18 points, and 
Nikola Jokic added 14 


points, 11 rebounds and 
eight assists. 

Devonte Graham hod 24 
points and seven assists for 
the Hornets. P.J, Washing¬ 
ton added 20 points and 
Terry Rozier hod 19. Rozier's 
3-pointer at the buzzer 
rimmed out. 

76ERS 125, KINGS 108 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) 
— Tobias Harris hod 28 point 
and 14 rebounds and short- 
handed Philadelphia beat 
Sacramento for its first road 
win in more than a month. 
Shake Milton scored 20 
points and Al Horford had 
18 points, eight rebounds 
and six assists for the Sixers, 
who also won in Sacramen¬ 
to for the first time since 
2015. Alec Burks added 17 
points and Raul Neto hod 
16. 

De'Aaron Fox hod 23 points 
and seven assists for Sacra¬ 
mento. Buddy Hield scored 
22 . 

Philadelphia ended its nine- 
game rood losing streak 
while continuing to ploy 
without Joel Embiid and 
Ben Simmons. Embiid sot 
out o fourth straight gome 
because of o left shoul¬ 
der sprain, while Simmons 
missed his sixth straight with 
a nerve impingement in his 
bock. 

Philadelphia's last road win 
before Thursday came in 
Brooklyn on Jan. 20.Q 
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Zibanejad scores 5 goals. Rangers knock Caps from 1st place 



New York Rangers center Mika Zibanejad, upper ieft, scores in overtime against Washington Cap- 
itais goaltender ilya Samsonov as Capitais right wing Tom Wilson (43) detends during an NHL 
hockey game Thursday, March 5, 2020, in New York. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Mika 
Zibanejad scored five goals 
to match the New York 
Rangers' record, capping 
the scoring spree 33 sec¬ 
onds into overtime in o wild 
6-5 victory over the Wash¬ 
ington Capitols on Thurs¬ 
day night. 

Zibanejad is the second 
player in NHL history to 
score his fifth goal in OT, 
joining Detroit's Sergei Fe¬ 
dorov, who accomplished 
the feat on Dec. 26, 1996 
— also against Washington. 
The Rangers center is also 
the first player with five 
goals in a game since Win¬ 
nipeg's Potrik Loine did it 
in an 8-4 win over St. Louis 
on Nov. 24, 2018. Zibane¬ 
jad joined Don Murdoch 
(Oct. 12, 1976) and Mark 
Pavelich (Feb. 23, 1983) as 
Rangers with five goals in a 
game. 

Zibanejad's 38th of the sea¬ 
son helped New York end a 
three-game skid. He is the 
first Rangers center with at 
least 35 goals in a season 
since Hall of Famer Eric Lin- 
dros in 2001-02. 

Tony DeAngelo hod a goal 
and two assists, Artemi Pon- 
arin had three assists and 
Alexandar Georgiev made 
29 saves for New York. 

Alex Ovechkin had two 
goals, including the tying 
score with 43 second re¬ 
maining to force overtime. 
That came otter Zibanejad 
scored on a rebound with 
1:42 remaining to give New 
York a brief 5-4 lead. 

Ilya Kovalchuk had a goal 
and on assist, and Carl 
Hagelin and Garnet Hatha¬ 
way also scored for Wash¬ 
ington. Samsonov had 33 
saves for the Capitals. 
FLYERS 4, HURRICANES 1 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Cart¬ 
er Hart stopped 28 shots 
and four players scored 
to lead Philadelphia to its 
eighth straight win. 
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Ivon Provorov, Michael Raf- 
fl, Nicolas Aube-Kubel and 
Sean Couturier scored for 
the Flyers, who won their 
24th home game (24-5-4). 
They won on consecutive 
nights after beating the 
Washington Capitals 5-2 
and have positioned them¬ 
selves as a serious threat 
to moke run in the Eastern 
Conference playoffs. 

The Flyers moved into a tie 
for first place in the Metro¬ 
politan Division with Capi¬ 
tals, who lost 6-5 in overtime 
to the New York Rangers. 
Hart earned his 23rd win of 
the season. 

Justin Williams scored his 
fourth goal of the season 
early in the third period for 
Carolina's lone goal. 

BRUINS 2, PANTHERS 1,OT 
SUNRISE, Flo (AP) — Torey 
Krug scored 4:08 into over¬ 
time, Patrice Bergeron also 
hod a goal and Boston 
beat Florida for its fourth 
straight win. 

Moments before he scored, 
Krug led a 2-on-l rush with 
David Pastrnak that was 
disrupted by MacKenzie 
Weegar's poke check. Pas¬ 
trnak recovered the puck 
in the corner and passed to 
Krug, who wheeled into the 
high slot and slapped the 
winner past Chris Driedger. 
Jaroslav Halak stopped 32 
shots for the NHL-leading 
Bruins. 

Driedger made 25 saves 
and Weegar scored, but 
Florida dropped a fran¬ 
chise-worst eighth straight 
home gome and lost its 
fourth game in a row over¬ 


all. 

LIGHTNING 4, CANADIENS 0 

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Andrei 
■Yasilevskiy made 32 saves, 
Victor Hedman scored 
twice and Tampa Bay 
blanked Montreal. 
Vasilevskiy completed his 
21st career shutout to help 
Tampa Bay win for the sec¬ 
ond time in five games. Ni¬ 
kita Kucherov had a goal 
and an assist, and Alex 
Killorn also scored for the 
Lightning. 

Carey Price finished with 19 
saves for Montreal, which 
was shut out for the first 
time this season. 

PENGUINS 4, SABRES 2 
BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) — Pat- 
ric Hornqvist scored twice 
in leading Pittsburgh to a 
win over Buffalo, extend- 
ING the Sabres' skid to five 
straight. 

Sidney Crosby and Marcus 
Pettersson also scored, and 
the Penguins won consec¬ 
utive games after losing six 
in a row. Evgeni Malkin had 
two assists to follow a four- 
assist outing in a 7-3 win 
over Ottawa on Tuesday. 
Matt Murray stopped 28 
shots to improve to 3-4-1 in 
his past eight starts. 

Jake McCabe and Marcus 
Johansson scored for Buf¬ 
falo, and rookie Jonas Jo¬ 
hansson stopped 28 shots. 
Sabres captain and lead¬ 
ing scorer Jack Eichel was 
held without a point for a 
sixth-consecutive game to 
mark the longest drought 
of his five-year NHL career. 
PREDATORS 2, STARS 0 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — Fil¬ 


ip Forsberg and Matt Duch- 
ene each scored power- 
play goals, and Nashville 
shut out Dallas to snap a 
three-game losing streak. 
Forsberg also ended his 
own 16-game skid with 
his first goal since Jan. 30, 
and Duchene scored his 
first since Feb. 15 to move 
the Predators back to the 
Western Conference's sec¬ 
ond wild-card spot, at least 
for the moment. 

Juuse Soros made 32 saves 
for his third shutout this sea¬ 
son and the 10th of his ca¬ 
reer. 

SENATORS 4, ISLANDERS 3 

OTTAWA, Ontario (AP) — 
Craig Anderson made 37 
saves and the Senators 
beat the Islanders, spoiling 
Jeon-Gobriel Pageou's re¬ 
turn to Ottawa. 

Connor Brown, Mikkel 
Boedker, Anthony Duclair 
and Brady Tkachuk scored 
for the Senators, who 
hadn't beaten the Island¬ 
ers since Dec. 1,2017. 
Pageau was making his re¬ 
turn to Ottawa after being 
traded to the Islanders 11 
days aga. 

Anders Lee, Mathew Barzal 
and Ryan Pulock scored for 
the Islanders, wha are 0-3-2 
in their last five games. The 
Islanders have been out- 
scored 14-5 in the last three 
games. Semyon Varlamov 
stopped 25 shots. 
BLACKHAWKS 4, OILERS 3 
CHICAGO (AP) — Alex De- 
Brincat scored two goals, 
raokie Adam Baqvist had 
two assists, and Chicaga 
beat Edmantan. 


It was the faurth straight 
victory for the Blackhawks, 
who climbed within four 
points of the second wild¬ 
card spot in the Western 
Conference. 

Patrick Kane and Jona¬ 
than Toews also scored for 
Chicago. Corey Crawford 
made 20 saves. 

Ryan Nugent-Hapkins, Jash 
Archibald and KailerYama- 
mato scared far Edmonton, 
which had its three-game 
winning streak ended. 
The Oilers remained two 
points behind Pacific Divi¬ 
sion leader Vegas. Leon 
DraisaitI had two assists, 
pushing his league-leading 
points total to 110. 

KINGS 1, MAPLE LEAFS 0, SO 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Anze 
Kopitar and Adrian Kempe 
scored in the shootout, and 
Los Angeles beat Taronto 
for its fourth consecutive 
victory. 

Jonathan Quick made 36 
saves in his 52nd career 
shutout for the Kings, while 
Frederik Andersen made 
30 saves in his 19th career 
shutaut for the Leafs. The 
Maple Leafs were shut aut 
far the first time all season, 
while the Kings were shut 
out for the sixth time this 
season. 

WILD 3, SHARKS 2 

SAN JOSE (AP) — Zach 
Parise and Ryan Suter each 
had a goal and assist and 
Minnesota extended its 
mastery on the road, beat¬ 
ing San Jose. 

Alex Galchenyuk also 
scored for Minnesota, 
which wan its sixth ccn- 
secutive road game and 
moved ahead of Vancou¬ 
ver for the second wild¬ 
card spot in the Western 
Conference. 

The Sharks, who had their 
three-game winning streak 
snapped, gat goals from 
Stefan Naesen and Joe 
Thornton. 

Alex Stalock, a former 
Shark, made 40 saves in the 
net far the Wild an a night 
Minnesota was outshot 42- 
27. The game was played in 
front of the Sharks' smallest 
home crowd of the season 
(14,517), on the same day 
that Santa Clara County 
officials recommended the 
team cancel the game 
due to growing concerns 
over the coronavirus.G 
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Henri Richard, winner of 11 Cups with Canadiens, dies at 84 



In this June 1, 2007, file photo, former Montreal Canadiens' Henri Richard responds to questions in 
Ottawa, Ontario. 

Associated Press 


MONTREAL (AP) — Henri 
Richard, the speedy and 
durable center who won a 
record 11 Stanley Cups with 
the Montreal Canadians, 
died Friday. He was 84. 

The Canadians announced 
the death ot the Hall of 
Famer on Twitter, calling 
him "one of the organiza¬ 
tion's greatest legends and 
ambassadors." Richard had 
Alzheimer's disease. 

He was better knawn as the 
younger brother of super- 
star Maurice "Rocket" Rich¬ 
ard and was nicknamed 
the Pocket Rocket for his 
5-foot-7, 160-pound frame. 
"Henri Richard was one 
of the true giants at the 
game," NHL Commissianer 
Gary Bettman said, lauding 
him as an "incomparable 
winner, leader, gentle¬ 
man." 

Known for his tenacity and 
playmaking, Richard was 
captain of the Canadiens 
from 1971 until his retire¬ 
ment in 1975. He succeed¬ 
ed the legendary Jean 
Beliveau, with whom he 
shares the record of play¬ 
ing 20 seasans for the NHL 
club. 

Henri Richard played 1,256 
regular-seasan games, an¬ 
other Canadiens record. 
He scored 358 goals and 
had 1,046 points, third in 
team history behind Guy 


Lafleur (1,246) and Be¬ 
liveau (1,219). He added 
129 points in 180 playoff 
games. 

His 11 Stanley Cups, one 
more than Beliveau and 
former Canadiens captain 
Yvon Cournoyer, is unlikely 
to be surpassed. Seven 
were won when the NHL 
had only six teams. 

"Na one's going to break 
that record, it's impossible," 
Richard said. "I say that 
without boasting. There are 
too many teams now and 
the best players are too 
spread out." 

Richards twice led the NHL 
in assists, with 52 in 1957-58 
and 50 in 1962-63. He had 
nine 20-gaal seasans, in¬ 
cluding a high at 30 in 1959- 
60. He wen the Bill Master- 
ton Trophy for sportsman¬ 
ship and perseverance in 
1974 and was selected to 
four league All-Star teams. 
The Canadiens retired his 
No. 16 on Dec. 10, 1975, 
and he was inducted into 
the Hockey Hall of Fame in 
1979. 

He was also hockey's most 
famous leap year bay, 
barn on Feb. 29, 1936. After 
a brilliant career with the 
Junior Canadiens, includ¬ 
ing 56 goals and 109 points 
in 1953-54, Richard joined 
his brother on the NHL club 
in 1955, just in time for the 


Canadiens to start on a run 
of five consecutive Stanley 
Cups. He proved himself 
right away, with 19 goals 
and 21 assists in 64 games 
in his rookie season. 
Maurice Richard, who was 
15 years older, retired af¬ 
ter the 1960 season. Henri 
stayed on and won four 
more Cups over a five-year 
span from 1965 to 1969. A 
highlight was in 1966, when 
Richard's aniy gaal in the fi¬ 
nal was the Cup winner in 
avertime in Detroit. 


In 1971, he did it again, scor¬ 
ing the series-deciding goal 
in the third periad of Game 
7 in Chicaga. Richard said 
later he considered that 
10th Stanley Cup his most 
memorable because at 
the circumstances. 

He had been left out of the 
lineup for Game 5 of the 
final by coach Al MacNeil. 
Feeling insulted and unhap¬ 
py with the atmosphere on 
the team, Richard assailed 
his coach in public, calling 
him "incompetent." 


"I was angry and I said some 
things I probably shouldn't 
have said," Richard said in 
a 2009 interview. "I spoke 
out because I thaught it 
was necessary. "I'm not 
saying it's right because it's 
important to respect the 
coach, but I just wanted to 
play hockey." 

Two years later, in 1973, 
Richard won his 11th Cup, 
his only one as captain of 
the Canadiens. After his 
playing career, he worked 
as a team ambassador. □ 


Ball kids to wear gloves, not touch towels at Indian Wells 


By BETH HARRIS 
AP Sports Writer 

Tennis players at the BNP 
Paribas Open that starts 
next week will have to 
manage their own towels 
on court and ball kids will 
wear gloves while working 
matches at the combined 
men's and wamen's tour¬ 
nament in the Southern 
California desert. 

The measures were an¬ 
nounced Friday by tourna¬ 
ment organizers, who are 
offering fans uneasy about 
the coronavirus a refund for 
this year's event or a credit 
for next year. The event 
runs March 11-22. 

A chair will be placed at 
the back of the court for 
players to place their tew- 
els far use during matches. 
Ball kids won't be allowed 


to touch or move player 
towels. 

Organized player and fan 
interaction will also be lim¬ 
ited at the tournament, 
which is informally referred 
to as the fifth Grand Slam 
because of its popularity 
with players and fans, many 
of whom come from over¬ 
seas. The event typically 
draws upwards of 450,000 
during its two-week run. 

This year's field includes Ra¬ 
fael Nadal, Navak Djokav- 
ic, Serena Williams, Naomi 
Osaka and Coco Gauff. 
Organizers "remain very 
positive" about this year's 
event, said Matt Van Tuin- 
en, a tournament spokes¬ 
man. 

Other precautions include 
over 250 hand sanitizing 
stations set up throughout 


the Indian Wells Tennis Gar¬ 
den. 

Besides ball kids, restaurant 
and food supply workers 
will wear gloves as will vol¬ 
unteers handling tickets at 
entrances. 

First aid and health workers 
will have access to masks if 
necessary and all comman 
areas thraughaut the facili¬ 
ty will be cleaned daily with 
an antiviral applicatian. 
Taurnament arganizers 
will coordinate with local 
hospitals and there will be 
Centers for Disease Con¬ 
trol-approved testing for 
anyone with symptoms of 
coronavirus. They are fol¬ 
lowing guidelines by Eisen¬ 
hower Medical Center, the 
Riverside County Health 
Department and the CDC. 
Organizers said further ac- 



In this Nov. 13, 2019, file photo, Rafael Nadal, of Spain, uses a 
towel after he plays a point against Daniil Medvedev, of Russia, 
during their ATP World Tour singles tennis match at 02 Arena in 
London. 

Associated Press 

tions are being considered to ensure the safety of play- 
and will be evaluated daily ers and fans.Q 
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Milwaukee Brewers' Christian Yelich speaks after the Brewers announced his multi-year contract 
extension at the teams' spring training facility Friday, March 6, 2020, in Phoenix. 

Associated Press 


Yelich stakes future to Brewers 
with $215M, 9-year deal 


PHOENIX (AP) — Christian 
Yelich took to Milwaukee 
so much he staked his long¬ 
term future to the Brewers. 
"I've said many times that 
I've only been here for two 
years, but it feels like it's 
been a lot longer," the two- 
time NL batting champion 
said Wednesday after final¬ 
izing a $215 million, nine- 
year contract. "Ever since I 
came, it's felt like just a nat¬ 
ural fit, a place that is great 
for myself and my family, 
and formed a connection 
with the community, my 
teammates, everyone from 
ownership and front office 
on down." 

His new deal added $ 187.25 
million over seven seasons 
to the remaining $27.75 mil¬ 
lion Yelich was guaranteed 
as part of the $49.57 million, 
seven-year contract he 
signed in March 2015 with 
Miami. 

Yelich was dealt to the 
Brewers in January 2018, 
and he won the NL batting 
title and MVP award as the 
Brewers reached Game 7 
of the NL Championship 
Series. He added another 
batting championship and 
finished second in the MVP 
vote last year, when his 
season was cut short by a 
broken kneecap on Sept. 
10. The Brewers reached 
the playoffs in consecutive 
seasons for the first time 


since 1981-82 but lost the 
NL wild-card game after 
wasting an eighth-inning 
lead against Washington. 
"Knowing that Christian is 
going to be here now for 
the better part of the next 
decade certainly allows us 
to map out how we're go¬ 
ing to remain competitive 
for that time period," Brew¬ 
ers general manager Da¬ 
vid Stearns said, "and that 
was a priority of Christian's, 
that we have the ability to 
remain competitive during 
his term as a Brewer." 

If Yelich keeps playing at 
this level and had he wait¬ 
ed until becoming a free 
agent after the 2022 sea¬ 
son, he likely would have 
commanded far more. 
"What everybody sees on 
the field is an MVP, but we 
have that same MVP when 
it comes to the leadership 
Christian brings, the kind of 
teammate he is and the 
selfless things he does in the 
community, many of which 
aren't visible because he 
really doesn't look for at¬ 
tention," Brewers owner 
Mark Attanasio said. 

The 28-year-old outfielder 
had been guaranteed 
$12.5 million this year, $14 
million in 2021 and a $1.25 
million buyout of a $16 mil¬ 
lion team option for 2022. 
Yelich's new agreement in¬ 
cludes the same amounts 


for 2020 and 2021, then 
adds $26 million annually 
from 2022-28, of which $4 
million a year is deferred. 
The deal contains a $20 
million team option for 2029 
with a $6.5 million buyout, 
which if exercised would 
make the contract worth 
$228.5 million over 10 years. 
He also gets a provision 
that he cannot be traded 
without his consent. 

Yelich's contract includes 
the largest guarantee giv¬ 
en by the Brewers, topping 
the $145.5 million for Braun 
from 2011-20. Attanasio 
said talks with Yelich began 
over lunch last Halloween. 
Yelich did not discuss an 
opt-out provision and was 
not thinking about the po¬ 
tential of free agency. 

"I don't have any regrets 
about it. It's just one of 
those things in the path my 
career took," Yelich said. 
Yelich acknowledged 
Braun, who stood nearby, 
for talking with him through 
the process of committing 
to the Brewers. His eyes 
welled up with tears when 
he spoke about the people 
who helped him. 

"There's a lot of people 
that go into today," Yelich 
said. "I have no doubt that 
I wouldn't be here without 
their contributions and their 
efforts. That's what makes 
today special.Q 




Los Angeles Angels relief pitcher Matt Ball works against a Los 
Angeies Dodgers batter during the eighth inning of a spring 
training baseball game Wednesday, Feb. 26, 2020, in Giendaie, 
Ariz. 

Associated Press 


AP Source: Angels' 
visiting clubbie fired 
for ball-doctoring 


By GREG BEACHAM 
AP Sports Writer 
ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — The 

Los Angeles Angels have 
fired longtime visiting club¬ 
house manager Brian "Bub- 
ba" Harkins for allegedly 
aiding opposing pitchers in 
obtaining illegal substanc¬ 
es to put on baseballs, a 
person familiar with the de¬ 
cision told The Associated 
Press on Thursday night. 

The person spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 
the Angels don't publicly 
discuss the details of inter¬ 
nal personnel matters. 

The Angels confirmed Har¬ 
kins' dismissal Thursday 
night to The Associated 
Press. 

Harkins was fired Tuesday 
while the Angels are in Ari¬ 
zona for spring training. He 
has worked at Angel Stadi¬ 
um for most of the past four 


decades. 

Major League Baseball has 
been cracking down this 
spring on the use of pine 
tar and other substances 
pitchers use to get a better 
grip on the ball. Such prac¬ 
tices, including a popular 
concoction from sunscreen 
and resin, have technically 
been outlawed for years, 
but those rules had been 
enforced sparingly. 

The Angels moved imme¬ 
diately to dismiss Harkins 
after learning of his actions 
in previous seasons, the 
source told the AP. 

Harkins started out as a 
batboy with the Angels. 
He eventually became a 
clubhouse attendant in the 
1980s, and he has been in 
his current job in the visitors' 
clubhouse since 1990. 

The Los Angeles Times first 
reported Harkins' firing.Q 


Diamondbacks' Domingo 
Leyba receives 80-game 
drug suspension 


PHOENIX (AP) — Arizona 
Diamondbacks infielder 
Domingo Leyba was sus¬ 
pended for 80 games on 
Friday following a positive 
test under Major League 
Baseball's drug program. 
Leyba tested positive for 
the performance-enhanc¬ 
ing substance Boldenone, 
an anabolic steroid. 

"We were disappointed to 


learn of this news and hope 
that Domingo will take the 
time away from the game 
to reflect on his actions and 
learn from his mistakes," the 
Diamondbacks said in a 
statement. 

He is considered one of Ari¬ 
zona's top prospects and 
was 4 for 16 with a home 
run during spring training 
this year.Q 
















United States' Carli Lloyd celebrates after scoring a goal against 
England during a She Believes Cup soccer match in Orlando, 
Fla., Thursday, March 5, 2020. 

Associated Press 


The U.S. opens the 
SheBelieves Cup with 
2-0 win over Engiand 


ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — 

Christen Press and Carli 
Lloyd scored in the sec¬ 
ond holt to give the United 
States o 2-0 victory over 
England in the SheBelieves 
Cup on Thursday night. 
Alysso Noeher mode three 
saves to keep England 
scoreless and extend the 
top-ranked Americans' un¬ 
beaten streak to 29 games. 
Spain beat Japan 3-1 earli¬ 
er Thursday at Orlando's Ex- 
plorio Stadium to open the 
tournament. The winner of 
the four-team round-robin 
tournament is determined 
on points. 

The two teams were score¬ 
less in the first half. The 
World Cup champion U.S. 
team applied pressure but 
England goalkeeper Carly 
Telford kept the Americans 
from finding the back of 
the net. 

Press' curling shot from dis¬ 
tance into the upper right 
corner put the United State 
up in the 53rd minute. A 
few moments later, Lloyd 
added another. 

Press has scored eight goals 


in the last eight matches. 
She hod five goals in the re¬ 
cent CONCACAF Olympic 
qualifying tournament and 
was named the event's 
MVP. 

It was the 123rd career 
goal for Lloyd, who led the 
team in scoring last year 
with 1 6 goals. 

Julie Ertz come close to 
scoring in the 78th minute 
but the United States was 
offside. Ertz was making 
her 100th appearance with 
the national team, becom¬ 
ing the 40th national team 
player to reach the mile¬ 
stone. The game was a 
rematch of the World Cup 
semifinal last summer in 
France. The United States 
held on for the 2-1 win after 
Naeher smothered Steph 
Houghton's penalty kick in 
the 84th minute. 

Spain, ranked No. 13 in 
the world, plays the United 
States on Sunday when 
the tournament shifts to 
Red Bull Arena in New Jer¬ 
sey. No. 10 Japan will face 
sixth-ranked England in the 
other match. □ 
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Norway's Aleksander Aamodt Kilde speeds down the course during training for an aipine ski, 
men's Worid Cup downhiii in Kvitfjeii, Norway, Friday, March 6, 2020. 

Associated Press 


World Cup skiing finals in Cortina 
canceled because of virus 


By ANDREW DAMPF 
AP Sports Writer 

Mikaela Shiffrin's chances 
of extending her three-year 
reign as overall champion 
took another hit when the 
alpine skiing World Cup Fi¬ 
nals in Italy were canceled 
on Friday because of the 
virus outbreak. 

Shiffrin already lost her lead 
in the standings because 
of a month-long absence 
following the death of her 
father. 

The Italian Winter Sports 
Federation was hoping to 
host the finals, scheduled 
for March 18-22 in Cor¬ 
tina d'Ampezzo, without 
spectators. But during an 
emergency International 
Ski Federation (FIS) board 
meeting on Friday, every 
nation besides Italy voted 
to cancel the event, the 
Italian federation said. 

"It's with great disappoint¬ 
ment that I accept this 
decision," Italian federa¬ 
tion president Flavio Roda 
said. "Every member of the 
board mode their decision 
based on limitations that 
their respective govern¬ 
ments have imposed in re¬ 
lation to the virus." 

World Cup rules prevent the 
finals from being moved to 
another location. 

"This was an extremely dif¬ 
ficult decision for us to 
make, but ultimately wel¬ 
fare and health of the ath¬ 


letes, teams and everyone 
associated with the World 
Cup as well as the gen¬ 
eral public must be our 
top priority," FIS president 
Gian Franco Kasper said. 
"We must respect this very 
serious situation. We look 
forward to recognizing the 
winning athletes at a later 
date when we can prop¬ 
erly celebrate their accom¬ 
plishments." 

Shiffrin announced on 
Thursday she was returning 
to the circuit in Europe but 
she has only one set of rac¬ 
es left in Are, Sweden — if 
she enters — to try to erase 
her 153-point deficit to Ital¬ 
ian rival Federico Brignone. 
"It's an inconclusive way to 
finish the season," Brignone 
said. "What really hurts me 
will be the loss of the prize 
celebrations, which repre¬ 
sent a special moment to 
share with the entire team, 
and the pleasure of hear¬ 
ing your national anthem 
play. 

"I'm really upset. We were 
looking forward to racing 
in front of our fans in order 
to finish this great season in 
the best manner possible." 
"It's even more disturbing if 
I think about how well I've 
been skiing lately, and how 
every race was an oppor¬ 
tunity to post good results. 
... I'm also upset because it 
means I finish second in the 
super-G standings behind 


Corinne Suter courtesy of 
that hundredth of a sec¬ 
ond that cost me the victo¬ 
ry in La Thuile last Saturday." 
The cancellation leaves 
only two weekends of 
racing left for the men, 
with Alexis Pinturoult lead¬ 
ing the overall standings, 
26 points ahead of Alek¬ 
sander Aamodt Kilde, and 
107 points ahead of Henrik 
Kristoffersen. 

The title will be decided 
by speed races in Kvitfjeii, 
Norway, this weekend, 
and tech races in Kronjska 
Gora, Slovenia, next week¬ 
end. 

The cancellation of the fi¬ 
nals means Beat Feuz of 
Switzerland clinched the 
downhill title for a third 
straight year. He leads 
Thomas Dressen of Germa¬ 
ny by 194 points. 

If she races, Shiffrin will be 
among the favorites in the 
three races in Are begin¬ 
ning next Thursday: A par¬ 
allel slalom, giant slalom 
and slalom. 

The American skier an¬ 
nounced in a video posted 
on Instagram that she was 
flying to Scandinavia this 
week. 

"I have no promises if I'll 
actually be able to race," 
Shiffrin said in a six-minute 
video message that ad¬ 
dressed the emotions 
about her father, Jeff, who 
died on Feb. 2.G 
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Austin officials cancel South by Southwest festival 



In this March 13, 2019 file photo, David Byrne takes part in the "Reasons To Be Cheerful" featured 
session during the South by Southwest Music Festival in Austin, Texas. Austin city officials have 
canceled the South by Southwest arts and technology festival. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — The 

organizers of South By 
Southwest — which draws 
hundreds of thousands of 
visitors and some of Holly¬ 
wood and music’s biggest 
stars — announced Friday 
they had cancelled the 
annual arts and technol¬ 
ogy festival, saying they're 
"devastated" but recognize 
it is necessary to prevent a 
serious threat of contagion. 
Mayor Steve Adler an¬ 
nounced a local disas¬ 
ter Friday afternoon as 
a precaution because 
of the rapidly spreading 
new coronavirus, effec¬ 
tively cancelling the an¬ 
nual event that had been 
scheduled for March 13-22. 
Travis County Judge Sarah 
Eckhardt, the county’s top 
elected official, signed a 
companion disaster dec¬ 
laration for the county sur¬ 
rounding Austin. The order 
banned festival gatherings 
that would attract people 
from areas where COV- 
ID-19 has been found. 

No one in the Austin area 
has been found to have 
the virus, Eckhardt said. 
However, South by South¬ 
west was expected to have 
drawn an international au¬ 
dience into close quarters, 
posing a serious threat of 
the disease spreading. 
Festival organizers noted 
that Austin Public Health 
had stated as recently as 
Wednesday that "there’s 
no evidence that closing 
SXSW or any other gather¬ 
ings will make the commu¬ 


nity safer," but that the situ¬ 
ation evolved rapidly and 
they respect officials’ deci¬ 
sion. 

"We are devastated to 
share this news with you," 
the organizers said in their 
statement. ’’’The show must 
go on’ is in our DNA, and 
this is the first time in 34 
years that the March event 
will not take place. We are 
working through the rami¬ 
fications of this unprece¬ 
dented situation." 

South By Southwest started 
in 1987 as a small showcase 
for up-and-coming bands 
that turned into an interna¬ 
tional extravaganza, which 
now includes movie pre¬ 


mieres and performances 
from major artists. 

The COVID-19 threat is 
growing rapidly nationally, 
said Dr. Mark Escott, inter¬ 
im medical director and 
health authority for Austin 
Public Health. 

"That threat is growing lo¬ 
cally because of what’s 
happening in the rest of the 
United States and across 
the world," Escott said. 

The U.S. death toll from the 
coronavirus has climbed 
to 14, with all but one vic¬ 
tim in Washington state, 
while the number of infec¬ 
tions swelled to over 200 
scattered across at least 
18 states, including at least 


eight cases in the Houston 
area. 

The announcement comes 
days after several high- 
profile companies, includ¬ 
ing Netflix, tech news outlet 
Mashable, video-based so¬ 
cial media platform TikTok 
and U.S. chip maker Intel, 
pulled out of the festival. 
More than 50,000 people 
had signed a petition seek¬ 
ing to get the festival can¬ 
celled. 

Actor Kumail Nanjiani, who 
had been scheduled to 
attend the festival to pro¬ 
mote "The Lovebirds," said 
on Twitter that he was dis¬ 
appointed but that he un¬ 
derstood. 


"Sxsw is one of my favor¬ 
ite festivals," he tweeted. 
"Canceling it was the re¬ 
sponsible thing to go. I 
know this sucks for many 
people for whom this was 
a massive opportunity. But 
we’re kind of in an unprec¬ 
edented situation here and 
caution is key. Thank you 
for the making the right de¬ 
cision." 

Media producer Stephen 
Stuart, 35, from New York 
City said he bought a 
$1,200 pass but that he’s 
glad the event has been 
cancelled. 

"There are hundreds of 
thousands of people who 
come from all around the 
planet. They’re all travel¬ 
ing, they all go to this one 
place, and then they’re all 
pushed into these rooms 
confined with one another. 
It’s not really conducive to 
not spreading a disease." 
Stuart said he doesn’t know 
if his ticket will be refunded. 
It’s not the first time a nega¬ 
tive cloud has been cast 
over the festival. A driver 
plowed into a crowd out¬ 
side SXSW in 2014, killing 
two people and injuring 23 
others. 

The festival drew 73,716 at¬ 
tendees last year, 19,166 of 
whom came from outside 
the U.S. Combined with 
SXSW’s gaming expo and 
education conference, the 
2019 event drew 417,400 
attendees, organizers said. 
An economic impact re¬ 
port found it contributed 
$355.9 million to the local 
economy. □ 



In this Jan. 28, 2020, file photo o Microsoft computer Is among 
items displayed at o Microsoft store In suburban Boston. 
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By MATT O’BRIEN expected, as the company 

AP Technology Writer said it won’t meet targets 

The virus outbreak in China is that had already factored 
hurting Microsoft more than in the uncertainty. 


Microsoft says virus hurting suppiy 
chain more than expected 


In particular, Microsoft said 
revenue from Windows li¬ 
censes and its Surface 
devices “are more nega¬ 
tively impacted than pre¬ 
viously anticipated.” The 
company said demand 
for Windows products is still 
strong, but getting the sup¬ 
ply chain back to normal is 
taking longer. That goes for 
both Microsoft-made Sur¬ 
face devices and Windows 
products made by third 
parties, which include Acer 
and Lenovo. 


Last month, Microsoft pre¬ 
dicted it would make be¬ 
tween $10.75 billion and 
$11.15 billion in revenue 
from its personal comput¬ 
ing business in the January- 
March quarter. Microsoft’s 
chief financial officer, Amy 
Hood, said on a Jan. 29 
earnings call that the com¬ 
pany had widened the 
usual range for its revenue 
forecast because of the 
“uncertainty related to the 
public health situation in 
China.” 


The company’s statement 
Wednesday suggests that 
the range was not wide 
enough to reflect the 
spread of the outbreak 
and its ongoing effects. 
About a third of Microsoft’s 
revenue comes from Mi¬ 
crosoft’s personal comput¬ 
ing division, which houses 
the company’s Windows 
operating system, its line of 
Surface laptops and tab¬ 
lets, its Xbox gaming hard¬ 
ware and software and its 
Bing search service. □ 













BUSINESSIE^p 


SATURDAY 7 MARCH 2020 


Oil price dives as OPEC, Russia fail to agree on output cut 



Russia's Minister of Energy Alexander Novak arrives for a meeting of the Organization of the Petro¬ 
leum Exporting Countries, OPEC, and non OPEC members at their headquarters in Vienna, Austria, 
Friday, March 6, 2020. 


Associated Press 
VIENNA (AP) — OPEC and 
key ally Russia failed to 
agree Friday on a cut to 
oil production that would 
have contained the 
plunge in the price of crude 
caused by the new coro- 
navirus outbreak's massive 
disruption to world business. 
The price of oil fell sharply in 
international markets as a 
result, with the international 
benchmark plunging 9.4%, 
down by a third since the 
start of the year. 

While cheaper oil will trans¬ 
late into more affordable 
energy for consumers and 
businesses, it hurts produc¬ 
ing countries and compa¬ 
nies. Thousands of workers 
have already been laid off 
in the U.S. oil patch. 

The unraveling of the talks 
in Vienna also underscores 
the limited power of the 
cartel to influence world 
energy markets, unlike its 
heyday in the 1970s. The 
United States recently be¬ 
came the world's biggest 
oil producer and keeps on 
pumping at full capacity. 
The 14 OPEC ccuntries had 
wanted ta cut output by 
1.5 million barrels a day, or 
about 1.5% of world pro¬ 
duction. OPEC countries 
like Saudi Arabia and Iran 
say they need non-mem¬ 
ber allies like Russia to take 
500,000 barrels of that cut 
on themselves. 

Russia, however, proved 
reluctant and OPEC Secre¬ 
tary General Mohammed 
Barkinda of Nigeria said Fri¬ 
day that the meeting had 
been adjourned. 

"At the end of the day, 
there was the general 
painful decision of the joint 
conference to adjourn the 
meeting," Barkindo said. He 
said informal talks would 
continue because the situ¬ 
ation was urgent. 

"The numbers are clear: 
The demand destruction is 
real," he said. 

Barkindo said "one or two" 
non-OPEC countries at the 
talks Friday had been re¬ 
luctant to agree to the pro¬ 
posed cuts. 

Russia and other non-OPEC 
countries have been work¬ 
ing with the cartel in recent 
years and agreed on ear¬ 
lier cuts. However, Russia 
can tolerate low oil prices 


better than Saudi Arabia 
can and appears reluctant 
to slash output of its main 
revenue-making export. 
While Saudi Arabia can 
produce oil cheaply, it 
needs $83.60 per barrel to 
balance its state budget, 
according to the Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund, as it 
is almost exclusively depen¬ 
dent on oil revenue. Russia 
needs only $42.40 a barrel. 
Analysts say OPEC may 
struggle to keep oil prices 
from falling further, particu¬ 
larly as the full impact of 
the virus outbreak on the 
global economy has yet to 
be understood. 

"There is still too much un¬ 
certainty regarding the 
amaunt of demand de¬ 
struction," analysts at re¬ 
search firm Petromatrix said 
in a note to investors. 

The spread of the corona- 
virus has sharply reduced 
air travel and thus the de¬ 
mand for fuel, while indus¬ 
try in China, the world's 
second largest economy, 
has been severely disrupt¬ 
ed through shutdowns and 
travel restrictions. German 
airline Lufthansa said Fri¬ 
day it and its subsidiaries 
will reduce their capacity 
over the coming weeks to 
as little as 50% of the level 
before the coronavirus cri¬ 
sis started. 

Some economists think the 


global econamy may shrink 
in the first quarter for the 
first time since the financial 
crisis, sapping demand for 
energy. 

The international bench¬ 
mark for crude oil fell $4.72 
to settle at $45.27 a barrel 


By MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

U.S. consumer borrowing 
slowed in January as bor¬ 
rowing on credit cards 
declined fallowing a huge 
surge in December. 

The Federal Reserve said 
Friday that consumer credit 
rose by $12 billion following 
a $20.3 billion surge in De¬ 
cember. The December 
number reflected the big¬ 
gest increase in borrowing 
on credit cards in two de¬ 
cades. 

However, in January, credit 
card use fell by $3.04 billion 
following the revised gain 
of $11 billion in December. 
The category that includes 
auto loans and student 
leans increased $15.1 bil¬ 
lion in January. That was 
up from a $9.2 billion gain 
in December and was the 


Associated Press 

on Friday. It had been trad¬ 
ing over $50 in recent days, 
and is down from $69 as 
recently as early January, 
before the outbreak. 

The U.S. benchmark WTI 
plunged $4.62, or 10.1%, 
to settle at $41.28 a barrel. 


strongest increase since 
August. 

Consumer borrowing is 
closely followed for clues it 
can give about the willing¬ 
ness of households to go 
into debt to support their 
spending, which accounts 
for 70% of economic activ¬ 
ity. 

The current eccnomic ex- 
pansicn, new in a recard 
11th year, has been pow¬ 
ered by consumer spend¬ 
ing, which has helped to 
offset weakness in such ar¬ 
eas as business investment 
and trade. 

But there are worries that 
the rapidly spreading cora- 
navirus could disrupt con¬ 
sumer activity enough to 
harm the econamy. 

"We expect a fairly stable 
pace of credit growth in 
2020, but the risk is to the 
downside if consumers — 


With oil under $50 a barrel, 
U.S. producers, including oil 
giants such as Exxan, are 
scaling back drilling as their 
profits get hit. The oil patch 
has already been shed¬ 
ding thousands of jobs and 
suffering through a surge 
of bankruptcies, and low¬ 
er prices will exacerbate 
those problems. 

Barkindo said OPEC was 
determined to avoid a 
repeat of the big market 
slump that began in 2014, 
when the cartel held aft 
production cuts in order to 
not lose market share to a 
resurgent U.S. oil industry. 
That led to a fall in the price 
of oil from over $100 a bar¬ 
rel to below $40 by 2015. 
Even if OPEC and its al¬ 
lies agree on a production 
cut in the coming days or 
weeks, analysts say prices 
are unlikely to rise much. 
That's because the global 
economy is slowing rap¬ 
idly. But also because the 
the U.S., which is not part 
of OPEC and unlike Rus¬ 
sia does not cooperate in 
its output decisions, has 
ramped up in recent years, 
floading the market and 
keeping prices down.Q 


and lenders — pull back 
as the coronavirus takes 
a toll on confidence and 
growth," analysts at Oxford 
Economics said in note to 
clients. 

However, many analysts 
believe the adverse effects 
are likely to be short-lived. 
They note that the ecano- 
my had gaad momentum 
going into last week when 
the spread of the virus in 
China and beyond caused 
the U.S. stock market to suf¬ 
fer its worst week of losses 
since the 2008 financial cri¬ 
sis. 

The 3.4% gain in overall 
credit pushed the fatal to 
a new record of $4.2 trillion. 
The Fed's monthly consum¬ 
er credit report does not 
cover home mortgages ar 
any other loans secured by 
real estate such as home 
equity loans.Q 


U.S. consumer borrowing up a 
moderate $12 billion in January 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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In this Thursday, March 5, 2020 photo, Christian Schmutz, of the 
Swiss Cheesemakers Association, hoists a 77-pound wheei of 
the Best of Show winner in the Worid Championship Cheese 
Contest at Monona Terrace in Madison, Wi. 

Associated Press 

Swiss gruyere named 
best in world cheese 
competition 


MADISON, Wis. (AP) — A 

gruyere from Switzerland 
has been named the 
world's best cheese, cho¬ 
sen from a record number 
of entrants from 26 nations 
in the World Champion¬ 
ship Cheese Contest in Wis¬ 
consin. The cheese from 
Bern, Switzerland made its 
maker, Michael Spycher of 


Mountain Dairy Fritzenhaus, 
a two-time winner. Spycher 
also won in 2008. 

Another product from Swit¬ 
zerland, a hard cheese 
made from cow's milk 
called Callus Grand CRU 
and made by Hardegger 
Kase AG, was runner-up 
Thursday, the Wisconsin 
State Journal reported. □ 
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EAGLE ARUBA RESORT 

week 1,2,3,4+5,6 

1 BR 1st floor $6500 
Paradise Beach 

week 50 Studio $4000 each 

2 BRwk 51-52 $15000 each 
Home 1518 537 6406 

Cel. 1518 965 7878 

After February 15, 2020 

desankabubnjevic3@gmail.com 
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Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 

Week 1/1408 (15k); 

Week 2/1113 (16k); 

Week 5/1315 (18k); 

Week 5&6/1521 (20k/Wk.); 
Week 7&8/1408 (18k/Wk.); 
Week 8/1113; 8/1409 (17k/Wk.) 
Week 9/1218 (15k); 

Week 10/1207 (15k); 

Weeks 11-15 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860)992-3890 



JVIarriiott Aruba Surf Cluh 
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2B Ocean front S26k 
c>:eaEiside S16JOO 
Ocean view Si 5.500 
3BEDKM Sl^k 
*VVK 51 OV$39k 
*WK 52 OV S49k 
* Weeks 7 and 14-a]] views 
riOI.I> ^eaKon 
2B Ocean front SI 4k 
2B Oceanside SSk 
GVS5k OVS7k 
3BEDRM $l3k 
MarrioM Arul>a Ocean 


PLATINUM i^cason 
2 Bed OV $16500 Club 
2B OF S26k 
I BOV $9k 

** I m t ton per 

poini 

C;OLI> Seasivn 
213 Ocean front $14 k 
2BOV S9k 
I Bed S4k 
I H OF S9k 

La Ctibann Be^ich Resort 
2Bd-Weeks 3003 Unit 322BC 
and Unit 4I2BC S65O0 e.week 

D\\ \ Aruba Phoeni:t 
Week 27 and week 29 
Penihoase 2 Bed 3 Bath 
Olhcr week also available 

We INced Sellers!!! 

Ccsla Linda & Playa Linda 
Sl All Divi Weeks 

Weiirethe#! 

RESALE 

agent in Aruba! 

We also RENT Ar\iba weeks for 
own^ers. Contact us to BUY, 
S^Fl.L or RFNT any timeshare 
property. 


Contact: 

j ulie(^'conciergere^t>:coni 

888-688-2204 [Kt in 

Web^if^T 

viwvi.conciergerealiy.com 

Broker: Michelle Donato 

WWW fKebort.corn^rosips/MarrialWubiSurf/ 
WWW facfilwk.ccm^rcsypsiMiiTig^ 


FOR SALE BY OWNER 
Divi Viiiage Goif 

Bldg. E 1 BR 2 Bath, 2 patios 
deck, hot tub. grill. Floating 
week (wk 51-wk15) 19 weeks 
remaining $8000 
janellemickelson@gmail.com 


Playa Linda 

Sell by Owner 
1 bedroom (#641)wk13 
Sleeps 4 available this year- 
discounted $12,000,= 
for info: thequake@aol.com or 
508-843-1953 on island till 3/11 
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Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
Dr. Van Der Linden 
Tel.524 8833 
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Oranjestad: 

Dakota Tel. 588 7364 
San Nicolas: 

Botica Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
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Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
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Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 
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DOCTOR ON DUTY 
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OTHER 
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911 
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582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 
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American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
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Chiid Abuse Prevention 
Tei. 582 4433 
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Great Barrier Reef enters crucial period in coral bleaching 



This Sept. 10, 2001, file photo shows Agincourt Reef, located about 30 miles off the coast near the 
northern reaches of the 1,200-mile long Great Barrier Reef. 

Associated Press 


By ROD McGUIRK 
Associated Press 
CANBERRA, Australia (AP) 

— The Great Barrier Reef is 
facing a critical periad af 
heat stress aver the coming 
weeks following the most 
widespread coral bleach¬ 
ing the natural wonder has 
ever endured, scientists 
said Friday. 

David Wachenfeld, chief 
scientist at the Great Barrier 
Reef Marine Park Authority, 
the government agency 
that manages the coral 
expanse off northeast Aus¬ 
tralia, said ocean tempera¬ 
tures over the next month 
will be crucial to how the 
reef recovers from heat- 
induced bleaching. 

"The forecasts ... indicate 
that we can expect ongo¬ 
ing levels of thermal stress 
for at least the next two 
weeks and maybe three or 
four weeks," Wachenfeld 
said in a weekly update on 
the reefs health. 

"So this still is a critical time 
for the reef and it is the 
weather conditions over 
the next two to four weeks 
that will determine the final 
outcome," he said. 

Ocean temperatures 
across most of the reef 


were 0.5 to 1.5 degrees 
Gelsius (0.9 to 2.7 degrees 
Fahrenheit) above the 
March average. 

In parts of the marine park 
in the south close to shore 
which avoided the ravag¬ 
es of previous bleachings, 
ocean temperatures were 
2 to 3 degrees Celsius (3.6 
to 5.4 degrees Fahrenheit) 
above average. 


The authority has received 
250 reports of sightings of 
bleached coral due to el¬ 
evated ocean tempera¬ 
tures during an unusually 
hot February. 

The 345,400-square kilome¬ 
ter (133,360-square mile) 
World Fleritage-listed color¬ 
ful coral network has been 
devastated by four coral 
bleaching events since 


1998. The most deadly were 
the most recent, in consec¬ 
utive summers in 2016 and 
2017. 

Scientists fear the latest cor¬ 
al death rate could match 
those events. 

"At the moment, ifs defi¬ 
nitely the most extensive 
bleaching event we've 
ever had," U.S. National 
Oceanic and Atmaspheric 


Administration Coral Reef 
Watch scientist William 
Skirving said Friday. 

"Ifs certainly an end-to-end 
bleaching event with se¬ 
vere bits at each end and 
ifs not looking good for the 
southern end, but it really 
depends on the weather 
in the next two weeks," he 
said. 

Ove Floegh-Guldberg, a 
scientist from the Australian 
Research Ccuncil Center 
far Excellence in Ccral Reef 
Studies, said how much of 
the bleached coral wauld 
recover and haw much 
wculd die wculd net be 
known for weeks. 

"I'm very worried about the 
situation given how warm 
the temperatures are on 
the Great Barrier Reef and 
what the projections are," 
Floegh-Guldberg said. 

"If it caals down a bit, they'll 
recover or, if not, we may 
head off into something 
not too different from 2016 
and 2017. We're right at the 
fork in the road," he added. 
The Great Barrier Reef Ma¬ 
rine Park Authority last year 
downgraded its outlook for 
the corals' condition from 
"poor" to "very poof due to 
warming aceans.Q 



In this Dec. 17, 2019 photo made available by NASA, engineers 
watch the first driving test for the Mars 2020 rover in a clean 
room at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, Calif. 

Associated Press 
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Meet Perseverance: Mars rover 
gets name ahead of July launch 


By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) 

— NASA's next Mars raver fi¬ 
nally has a name. Persever¬ 
ance, a six-wheeled robot¬ 
ic explorer, will blast off this 
summer to collect Martian 
samples for eventual return 
to Earth. 

The name was suggested 
by Alex Mather, a Virginia 
seventh-grader, as part of 
a naming contest for U.S. 
schoolchildren. The U.S. 
space agency announced 
it Thursday at Alex's school 
in Burke, Virginia, and he 
got to read his winning es¬ 
say live on NASA TV. 

"We ore a species of ex¬ 
plorers and we will meet 
many setbacks on the way 
to Mars. However, we can 
persevere," Alex wrote. 
"We, not as a nation, but 
as humans, will not give up. 


The human race will always 
persevere into the future." 
NASA's associate adminis¬ 
trator for science missions, 
Thomas Zurbuchen, noted 
that the space agency's 
Curiosity rover has been 
roaming around Mors since 
2012, when Alex and his 
classmates were babies or 
little kids. 

"Perseverance and curiosi¬ 
ty together are what explo¬ 
ration is all about," he said. 
Nearly 4,700 volunteer 
judges had narrowed a 
pool of 28,000 contest en¬ 
tries down to 155 semifinal¬ 
ists. Once it was down to 
nine finalists, the public was 
invited to vote online. 
Mather and his family won 
a trip to Cape Canaveral, 
Florida, to watch Persever¬ 
ance get launched into 
space in July. 

The boy became enam¬ 


ored with space at age 
11 while attending Space 
Camp in Huntsville, Ala¬ 
bama. That's when video 
games took a back seat. 
He said he wonts to be¬ 
come on engineer and 
work for NASA. 

The rover is undergoing fi¬ 
nal preparations at NASA's 
Kennedy Space Center. 
The nameplate will be on 
the rover's robot arm and 
serve as a protective rock 
guard.Q 
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AP Exclusive: NRA firearms auction at country museum nixed 



In this May 25, 2018 photo, visitors to the Country Music Haii of Fame and Museum in Nashviiie, 
Tenn. view the the Outlaws & Armadillos exhibit. 

Associated Press 


By KRISTIN M. HALL 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 

For weeks the National Ritle 
Association has been publi¬ 
cizing plans to hold a fund¬ 
raising dinner at the Coun¬ 
try Music Hall of Fame and 
Museum where it planned 
to auction off firearms, 
even as many country mu¬ 
sic artists have distanced 
themselves from the gun 
rights organization. 

But a spokesperson for the 
museum confirmed to The 
Associated Press that the 
April 17 event will not take 
place at the site after the 
AP asked questions about 
the museum's no firearms 
policy. The NRA's relation¬ 
ship with country artists and 
music organizations has 
fractured in recent years 
after several mass shoot¬ 
ings, including one at a Las 
Vegas country music festi¬ 
val in 2017. 

The NRA is holding its an¬ 
nual convention this April in 
downtown Nashville. Tout¬ 
ed as one of the premiere 
events of the convention, 
the $500-per ticket NRA- 
ILA dinner and auction 
at the museum promised 
"celebrities, industry execu¬ 
tives and a host of Second 
Amendment supporters 
from around the country." 
The Institute for Legislative 
Action is the NRA’s lobby¬ 
ing arm. Last week, the 
NRA publicized that auc¬ 
tion items would include 
"engraved firearms, sup¬ 


pressors, knives, fine art, 
hunts, optics and trips from 
around the globe." 

The museum, which calls 
itself "the Smithsonian of 
country music," is one of the 
Nashville's biggest tourist 
draws, bringing in a record 
1.3 million visitors last year. 
The museum also rents out 
private event spaces. 

On Feb. 28, Kelly Mc- 
Glumphy, the museum's di¬ 
rector of communications, 
confirmed to the AP that 
the museum's policy pro¬ 
hibits firearms, loaded or 
unloaded, or other weap¬ 
ons, in the building whether 
visible or concealed. When 


asked how the policy af¬ 
fected the NRA's plans for 
an auction that included 
firearms, McGlumphy, said 
that the museum was talk¬ 
ing to the NRA about the 
auction. Nearly a week 
later, on Thursday evening, 
McGlumphy told the AP 
that "following those discus¬ 
sions, the organization will 
not be holding their event 
at the museum." 

It's not clear which side 
made the decision. The 
convention will still be held 
at the Music City Center, 
a nearby convention site. 
The NRA did not return calls 
from the AP about the auc¬ 


tion, but previously, the 
NRA's website for the fund¬ 
raiser had an image of a 
woman displaying a rifle in 
a crowded room. 

For years, the NRA part¬ 
nered with and publicized 
country artists as a part of 
a lifestyle marketing cam¬ 
paign called NRA Country. 
They promoted country art¬ 
ists on their website, paid 
for advertising for the art¬ 
ists and hired them to per¬ 
form at NRA events. NRA 
partnered with the Acad¬ 
emy of Country Music in 
2011 and 2012 to put on a 
celebrity shooting compe¬ 
tition that was hosted by 


Blake Shelton and included 
artists like Luke Bryan, Mont¬ 
gomery Gentry and Justin 
Moore. In 2015, when the 
NRA last held its conven¬ 
tion in Nashville, the orga¬ 
nization sponsored an Alan 
Jackson concert and held 
NRA Country Jam, a free 
concert featuring Hank Wil¬ 
liams Jr. and Colt Ford. 

"Part of it is buying friends. 
They are supporting artists, 
giving them money, tour 
support, basically hiring 
them to play at events," 
said Don Cusic, a Belmont 
University professor and 
country music historian. 
Cusic said that in the wake 
of mass shootings, some 
country artists changed 
their tune about teaming 
up with the NRA — privately 
and more publicly. 

"They went from seeing the 
NRA as an opportunity in 
terms of marketing, public¬ 
ity and tour support mon¬ 
ey to a big liability," Cusic 
said. "And they are going 
to avoid that. They aren't 
going to say it out loud, but 
they’re gonna have a pri¬ 
vate meeting." 

Certain country artists have 
been vocal on gun control. 
Tyler Hubbard of Florida 
Georgia Line, the hit duo 
that NRA Country once 
publicized on its website, 
called for universal back¬ 
ground checks on firearm 
sales in 2018 and faced a 
backlash from gun rights 
supporters. □ 


Trebek reaches 1 -year mark in cancer fight with hope, candor 


By LYNN ELBER 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Alex 
Trebek marked his one-year 
battle against pancreatic 
cancer with candor about 
how hard it's been and a 
vow to keep going. 

"I'd be lying if I said the 
journey had been an easy 
one. There have been 
some good days, but a lot 
of not-so-good days," the 
longtime "Jeopardy!" host 
said in a video message 
posted online Wednesday. 
He's joked with friends that 
"the cancer won't kill me, 
the chemo treatments will," 
Trebek said. 

Moments of pain and at¬ 
tacks of "great depression" 
caused him to wonder if he 


could continue the fight, 
he said. 

"But I brushed that aside 
quickly, because that 
would have been a mas¬ 
sive betrayal, a betrayal 
of my wife and soul mate 
Jean, who has given her all 
to help me survive," Trebek 
said. "It would have been 
a betrayal of other cancer 
patients who have looked 
to me as an inspiration, 
and a cheerleader of sorts, 
for the value of living and 
hope. And it would certain¬ 
ly have been a betrayal of 
my faith in God and the mil¬ 
lions of prayers that have 
been said on my behalf." 
He hasn't faltered in his 
work, continuing to host 


the "Jeopardy!" quiz show 
despite his cancer and 
even a nagging cold that 
was noticeable in recent 
episodes. His only on-air 
concession to the illness 
has been the wig that he 
acknowledged covers his 
treatment-induced hair 
loss. 

Trebek, 79, recounted a re¬ 
cent, upbeat conversation 
with his oncologist. He said 
he was certain that "one 
year from now, the two of 
us would be sitting in his of¬ 
fice celebrating my second 
anniversary of survival." 

He offered advice and 
encouragement to others 
fighting the disease. 

"If we take it just one day at 



In this April 30, 2017, file photo, Alex Trebek speaks at the 44th 
annual Daytime Emmy Awards at the Pasadena Civic Center in 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Associated Press 

a time with a positive atti- Trebek said. "I'll keep you 
tude, anything is possible," posted."Q 







SATURDAY 7 MARCH 


^IIPEOPLE & ARTS 




This image reieased by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Ai Madrigai, 
ieft, and Ben Affieck in a scene from "The Way Back." 

Associated Press 



mm 

UTSUN 


THE MAGIC OF THE MOVIES ^ ^ 

ON YOyiE MOBILE DEVICE •AppStore G^\ePUr^ 


WV SMtTH I MARIIN l,AWRFMCE 


-IMUI- 

«imi 

IlflU 4j»|i:0|f:26 


MMKf tQUM I 

BMBOFJPP. 

OS Mfll-SUH 


llWfHA« I MJb^FO 

FANTASY 

ISLAND 


mm K ^11 

FRI UT |;»|1ldD0 


OPENING MARCH 12: m SPY, TItE HUNT, I STILL BEilEVE, BLOODSHOT 


THE CALL 

wnip 


infHJMHVi Urtiii 

MjOh-fri m 
VT-aJH 


Mflll-FU m &:3(l 

l;3aj4:ODt«;3D 


THE INVISIBLE MAN 


Q 


mnm 


FPI 

^ m 
viH m 


4.4S 17:30 


lUN-TIfll i suit A:3S I f:I$ 


^jf^ aribbeani 


m V(PAlf»cwo 

HflfflnccO 


Palm Snach 
PtotEQi Moll 
5RA.CI074 


c Eoi b bfl □ n c i EVBfTMi i^E a m 
fl CoriblwOn t^rtemoi An^bo 


m m 6:40 
FRI 4:il>JR;S0 
Urii^d 4:30 
^[1^:20 4:30 


i mm 
m 3:2^ 


r:35 


7:3S 


2:40 


m 


?:3S 




f:35 


\m 


?:40 

11:44 

?:40|U:4S,_, 

^;40 I^Hl 


reito I KAfiENGKLAN 




-THU m 
F» im\m 
tSAT ZM \ m 


1:20 

10:40 

B;20|I0;« 

0:10 




JdON-fHI l:» 
UT-4QII2«4|4:20 


MOH-tiiu m 
4*T 2mm 

SUN 7:Sfl m 


m 

1000 

2:T3|IO^W 

m 


EUSABETH AiW I MAS ftOOOl 


ncfft SHftOlf I St^llADDHA KAK>0K 

BAAGHI 3 

flira m m m 


lMkl% MARSDLM i JIM tUUY 


TOM IK41AI4D | Qli£^ PflAlT 
IMXAK 


onward 


WTmUl 


IHCHf-FB 6:40 
SATSUN 2:00|4:t0|£;40 


fQiHMt-FU 530 5:10 
1®S4T-4UN 3:30 iJfl 


IM 

\m 

m 110^ 

7:40 


M04f FU 4:20 fr-A) m 
Stf-MJN m 4:101 *:4019:00 






KATIE HOaJriES | CKEI^IDPMU CONVIRY 


RRAHMS: 


CD if::' 


MN»rY fllfWLir PUfSINYATIDN 
SATURDAY. 7 AT P.DDfM 


Review: A moving turn from Ben Affleck 
in an ordinary drama 


BY LINDSEY BAHR 

There is nothing particu¬ 
larly extraordinary about 
director Gavin O'Connor’s 
“ The Way Back," except 
perhaps for Ben Affleck’s 
performance. This is a quiet 
drama about a lonely al¬ 
coholic who gets a lifeline 
when he’s asked to coach 
a high school basketball 
team. It’s the kind of movie 
people like to say “Holly¬ 
wood doesn’t moke any¬ 
more,” which is only partly 
true. It’s also the kind of 
movie you might feel like 
you’ve seen before (also 
partly true). 

Affleck ploys Jack Cunning¬ 
ham, o lumbering, middle- 
aged man who drinks all 
day, every day. He cracks 
open a can in the shower. 
He pours a little something 
into his coffee tumbler at his 
construction job. He drinks 
on the drive to the bar. He 
drinks in the bar. The next 
day he repeats the cycle 
oil over again. 

He’s what you might call 
o functioning alcoholic, 
although this state of drift¬ 
ing through life in a booze- 
addled doze doesn't moke 
him happy. He’s merely sur¬ 
viving in his sod, dirty apart¬ 
ment until he gets a phone 
call from his past: The head 
of his old high school. Bish¬ 


op Hayes, wonts him to 
come bock to the place 
he once ruled os on oll- 
stor player to coach their 
currently less-than-glorious 
basketball team. 

It’s exactly what you’d ex¬ 
pect, but the scenes with 
the team ore some of the 
best in the film — funny and 
spirited and wholly engag¬ 
ing — even if they do seem 
ripped from the ploybook. 
But “The Way Bock" doesn’t 
fancy itself o typical sports 
drama. It's attempting to 
be more than that with a 
lot of threads and side plots 
that never quite develop to 
any satisfying end. 

The basketball isn’t the 
focus. Jock is. And this 
is a guy who’s got a lot 
of ghosts that the movie 
takes its time to reveal. The 
script from Brad Ingelsby 
and O’Connor withholds 
o fair amount, perhaps to 
moke “The Way Back” o 
more accurate reflection 
of how often people’s past 
troubles come up in every¬ 
day life. But in retrospect, 
there’s a nagging sense 
that it was just done for o 
cheap punch in the gut. 

If there is on overriding 
problem with “The Way 
Bock,” it’s that: The whole 
thing feels o little like o 
cheap punch in the gut. 


Of course on audience 
is going to wont to see 
Jock recover. Of course 
they’re going to be heart¬ 
ened when he starts caring 
about the basketball team. 
Of course they’re going to 
cheer when he wins and 
sigh at his inevitable slip¬ 
ups. 

Or perhaps that’s too cyni¬ 
cal. “The Way Bock” does 
seem to hove been con¬ 
structed with on earnest 
spirit, and Affleck carries 
the film well on his lorger- 
thon-usual shoulders, ca¬ 
pably showing oil sides of o 
down-on-his-luck alcoholic 
— the funny, the sweet, the 
explosive and the self-de¬ 
structive. It’s chilling to see 
the light go on in his eyes 
with o drink, and the mo¬ 
ment when it goes out too. 
“The Way Bock” is o promis¬ 
ing move forward for o star 
who has always respect¬ 
ably skipped between 
genres. Still, it’s not as com¬ 
pelling as Affleck’s recent 
interviews about his own 
struggles, interviews char¬ 
acterized by honesty and 
specificity.q 

Affleck has it in him to use 
his personal experiences 
to moke o great drama, 
whether writing, directing 
or acting, but “The Way 
Back" isn’t it.q 


Dave Matthews was inspired by his 
daughters to write a novei 



This combination photo shows the cover image for the children's 
book, "If We Were Giants" by Dove Matthews and Clete Barrett 
Smith with illustrations by Antonio Javier Caporo, left, and o por¬ 
trait of musician and author Dave Matthews. 
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NEW YORK (AP) — For his 

debut novel. Dove Mat¬ 
thews found inspiration 
close to home. 

He was recording music 
in New Orleans years ago 
when he started imaging 
the story of "If We Were Gi¬ 
ants." His twin daughters 
were 6. 

While they played in the 
trees, the singer-songwriter 
was overwhelmed by na¬ 
ture and how people inter¬ 
act with it. So that prompt¬ 
ed him to croft o story to 
shore with them. 

Though the story centers 
on a strong young woman, 
Matthews never set out to 
write a book about female 
empowerment. He says it 
just sort of hoppened.Q 
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In ‘Hillary/ Clinton candidly surveys her ups and downs 


By JAKE COYLE 

Associated Press 

PARK CITY, Utah (AP) — 

Since losing the 2016 elec¬ 
tion to Donald Trump, Hill¬ 
ary Clinton has released a 
memair about that defeat, 
launched a political actian 
cammittee and penned 
anather boak abaut “gutsy 
women" with her daughter, 
Chelsea. But Clinton's most 
prominent return to the 
public eye has come in the 
form of a new candid four- 
hour documentary series. 
Some, Clinton is aware, 
thought she would slink 
away after 2016. 

“Yes, they did, didn't 
they?"says Clinton. “Well, 
that was never an optian." 
Nanette Burstein's “Hillary," 
which Hulu will debut Fri¬ 
day, is a more direct and 
long-form portrait of Clinton 
than has ever been done 
on camera. You might say 
it’s a bid for Clinton to reas¬ 
sert her legacy, tc tell the 
story of a career and life 
that, she feels, has often 
been falsely distarted. 

Still, Clintan isn’t ready to 
contemplate her legacy. 
What she thinks important is 
situating her story in a larg¬ 
er narrative. 

“What Nanette does really 
well is to place my story in 
the larger arc of women's 
lives, women's history, 
women’s movement, and 
alsa the political system," 
said Clinton, speaking 
alangside Burstein, in an 
interview at the Sundance 
Film Festival in January. “It 
seems to me that part of 
the reason I became con¬ 
troversial is because I was 
thrust into the public spot¬ 
light as a different kind of 
first lady. 

“And particularly when I 
took on the work of health 
care reform, trying to get 
us to universal, affordable 
health care, I was being 
burned in effigy, which I 
had forgotten,” Clinton 
said. “But she found foot¬ 
age of it, which says more 
about the times and the 
expectations about what 
women and certainly first 
ladies should or shouldn't 
do." 

Clinton's return to the spot¬ 
light, in the midst of a com¬ 
petitive Democratic pri¬ 
mary, has already caused 



Former secretary of state Hillary Clinton attends the premiere of the Hulu documentary "Hillary" at 
the DGA New York Theater on Wednesday, March 4, 2020, in New York. 

Associated Press 


waves. In the dacumen- 
tary, she disparages Sen. 
Bernie Sanders, saying, 
“Nobady likes him. Nobody 
wants to work with him.” It’s 
a small moment — 15 sec¬ 
onds, Clinton points out — 
from some 35 hours of con¬ 
versation recorded more 
than a year ago when 
she wasn't thinking about 
the 2020 election. She was 
thinking about the 2016 
election. 

“I will do whatever I can 
to support that person, 
because that wasn’t my 
experience in 2016,” says 
Clinton. 

Though Clinton stumped 
for Barack Obama after 
he won the nomination on 
delegates (but, Clinton re¬ 
minds, not in votes), Sand¬ 
ers’ support for Clinton, she 
feels, was minimal after 
their race. 

“That didn’t happen in 
2016," said Clinton. “And 
I’m just trying to sound the 
alarm that we need to 


unify if we’re going to de¬ 
feat Donald Trump and 
what he stands for and the 
danger he poses to undo¬ 
ing so much of what we as 
a nation have achieved 
through lots of struggle over 
235 years.” 

That Sanders has become 
the most headline-grab¬ 
bing part of “Hillary” is iron¬ 
ic. For Burstein, one of the 
focal points of “Hillary" is to 
not only represent Clinton 
as a human being, rather 
than a political caricature, 
but to contextualize her, 
and the polarizing effect 
she has inspired, in the poli¬ 
tics of gender. 

“There is this criticism that 
she’s always known and 
calculated that she’s going 
to be president. Which, A, is 
not a bad thing, and, B, is 
actually nat true," Burstein 
said. “There is an interview 
in the film with one of her 
colleagues at Yale Law 
School who says in in the 
early 70s the idea that a 


woman could be president 
was just so off the radar." 
Clinton’s mind, at least in 
January, was mainly on 
the upcoming election. 
She said she’ll “absolutely” 
endorse a candidate, but 
hasn't done so yet. One of 
her chief concerns is that 
the vote won’t be carried 
out properly. 

“It is a concern because 
once the Supreme Court 
gutted Section 5 of the '/ot- 
ing Rights Act, they took 
away one of the most use¬ 
ful tools for holding states 
and local jurisdictions ac¬ 
countable for what they 
did around elections," Clin¬ 
ton said. “And I was the first 
candidate running for pres¬ 
ident on the Democratic 
side whc faced both the 
gutting of the Voting Rights 
Act and Citizens United. Sa 
I saw firsthand the concert¬ 
ed effort to purge voters 
and suppress voters. That’s 
still going on.” 

Clinton, who beat Trump in 


the popular vote, favors the 
abolition of the Electoral 
College. “The person who 
gets the most votes should 
win,” she said. “The Elec¬ 
toral College is an anach¬ 
ronism that foils the rights of 
the majority of Americans 
to choose our leaders." 
Clintan also cited the role 
of social media platforms 
and, in particular. Face- 
book, in a potential repeat 
of Russian interference. 

“The attacks on the funda¬ 
mental right to vote and 
run our elections free from 
illegal, uncanstitutianal and 
certainly foreign interfer¬ 
ence is going to be even 
more sophisticated today 
than it was four years ago," 
Clinton said. 

“Hillary” includes other 
voices, including some 
critical commentators 
(although Burnstein says 
most right-wing politicians 
declined to participate). 
Along with a survey of Clin¬ 
ton’s life, it spends copious 
amounts of time on the 

2016 election and the Man- 
ica Lewinsky scandal. That 
section includes Bill Clinton 
voicing his regrets, as well 
as Clinton saying she didn’t 
speak to her husband for 
weeks after he admitted 
the affair. 

Clinton, who earlier revis¬ 
ited the 2016 electian in her 

2017 memoir “What Hap¬ 
pened," also analyzes that 
crushing defeat. The 2020 
electian, though, she thinks 
will be different. 

“I think there’s a story now 
to be told. Before he was a 
blank slate. He was a guy 
that people saw on their 
TVs. As you know, he was 
a reality TV star,” Clinton 
said. “Now I think there’s a 
record that he’s going to 
have to be held account¬ 
able for." 

In “Hillary,” all questions 
were on the table, Burst¬ 
ein said. Clinton grants she 
never expected to star in 
her own documentary. 

“I am a little bit surprised 
to be sitting here talking 
about a documentary of 
four hours about my life 
and my times," said Clinton, 
laughing. “But I’m really 
glad I did it. I am incredibly 
grateful. But I also think a lot 
of what’s in it is relevant to 
today.’’a 
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Spring decor trends: soothing, soft, sustainabie, styiish 


By KIM COOK 




Associated Press 

If you're looking for respife 
from this winter’s weather 
and news, yau'll find plenty 
at peace and quiet in the 
spring afferings beginning 
ta show up at hame decor 
retailers. 

Two of the biggest trends 
at home furnishings trade 
shows have been pop-cul¬ 
ture maximalism and mod¬ 
ern minimalism. The former 
is loaded with vibrant im¬ 
agery and colar; the exu¬ 
berant designs are upbeat 
and uplifting. The latter, 
however, is for those who 
want home to be a sanc¬ 
tuary. This is clean, modern 
decor with a handcrafted, 
soul-nourishing approach- 
ability, replete with nature 
references and sublime 
palettes. 

“We're surrounded by the 
whirring din of contem¬ 
porary life,” says Jorge S. 
Arango, a Portland, Maine- 
based interiars stylist and 
co-author of seven design 
books. 

“It’s no wonder we want 
things that are simple and 
real, with hand-hewn tex¬ 
tures that reassure us of a 
connection to our human¬ 
ity.” 

He’s seeing the trend at all 


This photo shows a blanket by Blacksaw. Leftover alpaca, cot¬ 
ton and wool scraps are re-spun into beautiful camp-style blan¬ 
kets at Blacksaw, hardworking heritage pieces that would look 
just as lovely hung on a wall as artwork. 
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price ranges. 


This photo shows a watercolor floral print from Ballard Designs. 
Painterly field study and landscape prints are part of this spring's 
softer approach to home decor. 

Associated Press 


“We’re craving products 
with the authenticity of 
natural materials, organic 
forms and warm tones of 
white,” he says. "Cream, 
ivory, vanilla rather than 
starkly antiseptic shades, 
are plain, honest and un- 
camplicated.” 

At this winter’s Ambiente 
in Frankfurt, Germany, one 
of the world's largest con¬ 
sumer goods trade fairs, 
"Shaped and Softened” 
was a trend, with the watch¬ 
words "subtle, restful, co¬ 
herent and restrained.” The 
palette evoked melty ice 
creams, warm earth and 
hazy summer skies. 

Look for textiles with soft 
nap and weave like cash- 
mere or boucle; linen; knit¬ 
ted, crocheted and felted 
wool; vegan suede; shag¬ 
gy sheepskin; vegetable- 
dyed velvet. Items with 
a sustainability backstory 
have growing appeal in a 
marketplace that has often 
favored the replaceable 
and thrawaway. 

Leftover alpaca, cottan 


and wool scraps are re¬ 
spun into cream and black 
camp-style blankets at 
Blacksaw. These hardwork¬ 
ing heritage pieces could 
also be hung on a wall as 
artwork. 

Longevity is part of the plan, 
says Blacksaw’s founder, 
Kyle Taylor. 

“The blankets started out as 
a vessel for design that had 
no expiry date. It would be 
passed on for generations, 
it would become a mean¬ 
ingful possession. One of 
the things in your life that 
was worthy of taking up 
space,” Taylor says. 

The interplay of light with 
decoration is part of the 
season’s softer side, too. 
Hammered, buffed metals, 
like Target’s Linberg brass 
side table, are soft to touch 
and have a pleasing glow. 
Horchow has brass and 
silver pendant and table 
fixtures; pierced pattern¬ 
ing turns them inta magic 
lamps. 

Rattan and caning are in 
every retailer’s spring fur¬ 
niture lineup. They let light 
travel through chair backs 
and room dividers, easing 
the footprint of these piec¬ 
es in a room. Woven sec¬ 


ond objets d’art gives them 
an ethereal translucence. 
CB2 has onyx bowls and 
tea light holders from Bali 
and Thailand. 

Siberian-born artist Anasta¬ 
siya Koshcheeva has her 
studio, Moya, in Berlin, but 
harvests birch bark from 
her home country’s taiga 
using methods that she 
says don’t harm the trees. 
She fashions the bark into 
little boxes, light fixtures and 
even lounge chairs; she 
ships worldwide. 

And then there’s pattern. If 
the counterpoint trend this 
spring is 1980s power prints 
and blowsy Dutch florals, 
here we’re looking at dis¬ 
creet, understated illustra¬ 
tions that celebrate the or¬ 
ganic. 

Look for Impressionist, pho¬ 
tographic and field study 
images of flowers at Bal¬ 
lard Designs. Unfussy folk- 
art embroidery and earth- 
toned pieced panels are 
on throw pillows at West 
Elm and Target. 

Limpid watery glazes on 
pottery by Berlin-based 
Anna Badur evoke frothy 
waves and tide pools. 
Finnish artist Teemu Jarvi 
creates ink-pen illustrations 



This photo shows a blanket by Blacksaw. Lettover alpaca, cot¬ 
ton and wool scraps are re-spun into beautitui camp-style blan¬ 
kets at Blacksaw, hardworking heritage pieces that would look 
just as lovely hung on a wall as artwork. 
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grass or paper rope make 
for rustic yet featherweight 
pendants and storage box¬ 
es at Target. 

Matte finishes on ceramics 
mute the material’s hard¬ 
ness. At Year and Day, find 
Portuguese clay vessels 
and plates in hues like mid¬ 
night, fog, moon and day¬ 
break. 

Buffing or sanding glass 
and mineral vessels, plates 


of wild mushrooms, animals, 
trees and rivers on paper, 
wool and cotton items. The 
artist says he was inspired 
by the Japanese practice 
of "forest bathing,” retor- 
ative walks in the woods. 

“I want my illustratians to 
calm you down and make 
you feel good, happy and 
grounded,” he says. "I think 
nature has such power to 
enhance well-being.”□ 












